Zelda Dean Kohler Isaksen
October 29, 1932 - June 13, 2021

Zelda Dean Kohler Isaksen 1932–2021
Zelda Dean Kohler Isaksen died peacefully at her Midway home on June 13, 2021, after
meeting the challenges of aggressive cancer. She was born on October 29, 1932, in
Midway, Utah, to Albert and Elsie Kohler. She thrived on the family dairy farm and, with
her twelve siblings, she learned to work hard, to enjoy play, and to sing regularly. She
attended Wasatch County schools and graduated from Wasatch High School in 1950.
Afterward, she attended Brigham Young University where she earned a bachelor’s degree
and teaching certificate in elementary education. She taught in the Portland School District
in Portland, Oregon, for 1 year. After her marriage to Larry G. Watts, Sr., in 1955, she
taught school in the Provo, Utah, area for 1 year, and for 2 years in the Salt Lake City
area. She then devoted most of her time to raising her seven children in Anaheim,
California. After several years of single parenting, she married Henry L. Isaksen in 1974.
They made their home in Rexburg, Idaho, until his retirement, when they moved to Salem,
Utah, then to Koosharem, Utah, and then settled in Zelda’s hometown of Midway. She
taught third grade for 16 years and retired in 1998. She continued to substitute teach while
she devoted her time to Henry and his declining health. He passed away in 2001, and she
retired from substituting in 2012. Zelda had an enduring love for and interest in family and
friends, which extended to her ancestors and led her to a lifetime of devoted family history
and temple work. She also worked at the Family History Center for 10 years. She loved to
help young men excel in their quests toward acquiring the rank of Eagle Scout and worked
in Scouting for 20 years. She was a lifelong member of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and loved to serve in any way. She served with many wonderful people.
She was a member of the Swiss Chorus, Choralettes, and the Daughters of the Utah
Pioneers (DUP). She loved taking people to Dairy Keen.
Zelda is survived by her children and their spouses: Carla (Aaron) Christensen, Paula
Hicken, Jennifer Averett, Mark (Becky) Watts, Gary (Shawna) Watts, and Carrie (Dennis)
Kilgore; her step-children and their spouses: Hank (Mary Ann) Isaksen, Nikki Korous, Kris

(Bill) Zollinger, Larry (Debbie) Isaksen, Dave (Araceli) Isaksen, Ed (Cathy) Isaksen,
Vernon (Gay) Isaksen, Amy Ellen (Ray) Fudge, Julie Isaksen, and Rich (Lynne) Isaksen;
her daughter-in-law Ramona Watts; and 69 beloved grandchildren and 203 greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death by her son Larry Watts, Jr.; step–daughter-inlaw Rhonda Isaksen; step–son-in-law Mike Korous; grandson James Wing; stepgrandsons Chad and Seth Isaksen; and great-granddaughter Brooklyn Williams. Zelda is
also survived by her sisters Barbara Christensen and Elizabeth Ritchie, brother Richard
Circuit, and in-laws Dee Ritchie, Lou Ann Circuit, and William Hyde. She longed to be
reunited with her other siblings and parents who preceded her in death.
Mom, now it is our turn to say, “Tell us when you get home, so we know you made it
safely.”
Funeral services will be held at the Fort Midway Ward, 1102 South Center Street,
Saturday, June 19, at 11:00 a.m., under the direction of Probst Family Funerals. The
service may also be viewed at https://zoom.us/j/92880068429?pwd=YUlEYjVBSzdpb0Mw
dGNveG11cXZtdz09. Friends may call at the Fort Midway Ward on Friday from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. and Saturday from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Interment is at the Midway City Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be given to the Christensen/Kohler Scholarship fund at
BYU-Idaho at https://donate.churchofjesuschrist.org/donations/byu-idaho?funds=3068707
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Cemetery Details
Midway City Cemetery
700 W. 500 S.
Midway, UT utah

Previous Events
Viewing
JUN 18. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Fort Midway Ward
1102 S. Center Street
Midway, UT 84049

Viewing
JUN 19. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (MT)
Fort Midway Ward
1102 S. Center Street
Midway, UT 84049

Funeral Service
JUN 19. 11:00 AM (MT)
Fort Midway Ward
1102 S. Center Street
Midway, UT 84049

Tribute Wall
Probst Family Funeral created a Webcast in memory of Zelda Dean Kohler
Isaksen

Probst Family Funeral - June 16, 2021 at 02:09 PM

My aunt Zelda has always welcomed me into her home whenever I was visiting
Midway. I loved her as a kid, and adored her as an adult. She is a strong woman I hope strong enough to pull me into heaven!
Scott Hyde - June 19, 2021 at 12:00 AM

DS

Zelda's family members,
I truly loved and enjoyed your sweet and loving mother. I have not seen her
recently but in the past it was always fun to visit and talk about the past. I used to
baby sit the two younger boys at Ricks College when I attended there and Bro.
Isaksen was the Dean of Students.
Zelda and my father Ralph Sorensen were the same age and enjoyed talking
about the old times.
I am so happy that she can be reunited with her family that have gone before her;
what a great reunion.
May the Lord bless and comfort you at this difficult time. Know that you will be
reunited with her again.
With love,
Debbie Sorensen
Debbie Sorensen - June 16, 2021 at 03:43 PM

