Stephen Darrell Jones
November 7, 1965 - February 2, 2016

It is with great regret that we announce the death of Stephen Darrell Jones (50, Wanship,
Utah) on January 31, 2016, from an avalanche while skiing near Park City, Utah.
Stephen was born in Provo, Utah, on November 7, 1965 to Edward and Alyse Jones.
Stephen loved the outdoors and spent his boyhood in Provo fishing and backpacking with
his father and grandfather. He attended Provo High School from 1979 to 1984. When most
kids his age were barely learning to use an electronic keyboard, Stephen taught himself
programming languages by reading magazine articles handed out by his high school
teacher.
Stephen served a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Guam
from 1985 to 1987. After a brief enrollment at Utah Valley Community College, he realized
that his skills were already more advanced than his teachers, so he left to pursue a
successful career as a software engineer.
Stephen and his wife, Melissa, married in 1995 and built a home together in the mountains
outside Park City. He spent much of his time with Melissa and their two children, Damian
and Serena, and could often be found volunteering at his children's school. Some of his
favorite activities included taking his kids skiing, daddy-daughter dates with Serena, and
carrying on the Jones tradition by fishing and backpacking with his own family.
Stephen was also an avid ultra-trail runner and backcountry skiing enthusiast. He started
running in his mid-forties, beginning with a 50-mile trail run in the mountains of Utah. He
frequently ran 100-mile and 200-mile trail races, finding joy in challenging himself,
connecting to nature, and seeing others push themselves beyond what they thought
possible. His greatest love was for his family and helping those in his community. He will
be remembered for his wry humor and infectious energy, his physical endurance, and his
ability to motivate and inspire others.
Stephen is survived by his wife, Melissa Ward Jones, his children, Damian Luykas (13)

and Serena Evangeline (7), his parents, Edward Stephen Jones and Alyse Edgerton
Jones (Provo, UT), and his seven younger siblings, Marci Jones Messick (Midpines, CA),
David Jones (Salt Lake City, UT), Aaron Jones (Fort Mill, SC), Shelley Jones (Washington,
DC), Brian Jones (Alpine, UT), Laura Phann (Provo, UT), and Catherine Bergstrom (Salt
Lake City, UT).
Prior to the service, the family will receive visitors at the Probst Family Funeral Home (79
E Main St, Midway, UT) on Thursday, February 11, from 6:00pm to 7:30pm, and again on
Saturday, February 13, at the Midway Town Hall (110 W Main St., Midway, UT) from
10:00am to 11:00am. The funeral will be held on Saturday, February 13, at the Midway
Town Hall from 11:00am to 12:00pm, followed by his interment at the Heber City
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the Stephen D. Jones Memorial
Fund at www.gofundme.com/StephenJones50/.
We’re so thankful for all the love and support from our friends and family during this
difficult time. We would particularly like to thank Summit County Search and Rescue, Park
City Resort Ski Patrol, and Wasatch Mountain Wranglers.
“Anyone can run a marathon—where’s the fun in that?” ~Stephen Jones
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Comments

“

I have memories of you, Ed, installing the speakers in the Provo Grandview Stake
chapels, and especially in our Grandview 9th Ward chapel. Because of the speakers
in the back of the chapel, I am able to hear the services. I have fond memories of the
Jones family. I feel certain the Lord has something more for Stephen's "transfer" from
this earth to a greater life of service. I send my love and thoughts and prayers as you
celebrate Stephen's life on Saturday, February 13th. Jim & Nancy Campbell

Jim & Nancy Campbell - February 10, 2016 at 01:21 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Stephen's passing. I grew up down the road from the
Jones family and remember Stephen's funny, dry wit. My thoughts are with you all at
this time.

Shauna Griffen Shepherd - February 08, 2016 at 01:29 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

G H - February 07, 2016 at 09:29 AM

“

I had the pleasure of chatting with Stephen on groups runs over the past year and I
was in awe of his sense of adventure and passion. I remember thinking after one run
that I envied and admired how clear and focused his passions and pursuits were and
how I'd like to get to that place. I liked that there was no meaningless chit-chat with
Stephen, and I loved that he would fill the silence with his talking when I was so out
of breath that I couldn't talk.
Selfishly, I am angry that I will no longer get to soak up Stephen's wisdom and hear
any more of his great stories; it seems that in Stephen's 50 years there truly were no
wasted moments.
Stephen and family will remain in my thoughts and prayers for a long time to come.
Leslie

leslie - February 06, 2016 at 09:08 PM

“

I'm going to admit something here and it might sound bad at first - but hear me
through.
I was a bit scared of Stephen! Why? Stephen never held back a punch, ever. If you
opened your mouth around him you better be damn sure you could back it up. I
probably need to be around more people like Stephen because I sometimes open
my mouth when it should be duck taped shut. You couldn't get away with that around
Stephen and I had enormous respect; irreverence even, around him mostly for that
reason.
I was also in awe of his achievements in running too - I remember thinking once, as
he spoke about running ultras at a Hooley at the Wilsons - that if I could run a long
distance like that it would be pretty cool to have the respect of someone like
Stephen.
I will miss him - he kept it honest, always.
RIP my friend - I didn't know you well, but what I did know - I really liked and
admired.
Rachel

Rachel Watts - February 06, 2016 at 01:35 PM

“

Rachel, Thank you for sharing your memory and not keeping your mouth shut. His family
knows exactly what you are talking about and I think Steve would have agreed with your
comment, too. Marci
Marci Jones Messick - February 06, 2016 at 02:24 PM

“

My heart goes out to his family and friends. I didn't know Stephen, Although I am sure I
have passed him on the ridge in all my years of traveling up there. Sometimes with people
and many times solo. I know that place like the back of my hand. I understand why he was
Alone. That's just part of it. Solo is where you. That's where sometimes it makes the most
sense.
I am so sorry for your loss I will say a word when I am high on the ridge.
Jennilee Post
jennile Post - February 18, 2016 at 10:54 AM

