Sharon VanWagenen Fairbanks
April 13, 1950 - January 15, 2019

Sharon VanWagenen Fairbanks, eternal companion, mother, grandmother, sister, and
friend was called home to our Father in Heaven Tuesday January 15, 2019, after a long
and enduring battle with dementia and various complications of that disease. She was
surrounded by her family in love and great affection.
She was born on April 13, 1950 to William Dean and Betty Jean VanWagenen in Salt Lake
City, Utah. She married the love of her life, Douglas Larry Fairbanks on October 9, 1968 in
the Salt Lake LDS Temple. They were blessed with four children: Michelle (Mark) Owen,
Kimberlee (Tim) Blackham, Jeremy (Andrea) Fairbanks and Jacob (Kaily) Fairbanks.
Sharon was a pure soul who had an endearing quality to anyone and everyone she met.
Above all, she loved spending time with her family, being a homemaker, and was faithful in
her testimony of Jesus Christ. She personified faith, hope, charity, and love in how she
lived her life.
Sharon served faithfully in many church callings, including Ward Relief Society President,
Stake and Ward Young Women’s Presidency, Primary Presidency, and Nursery Leader.
She and Larry served a mission in the Addiction Recovery Program throughout the Heber
Valley for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. She was very involved with her
children in their education including PTA President at Oakdale Elementary and Union
Middle School, and many other volunteer activities.
Throughout her life, Sharon loved to travel. In recent years and confined to disease, she
loved going on long car rides with Larry. They would hold hands, listen to their favorite
music, and reminisce on their lives and how blessed they had been.
She is survived by her husband, four children, and sixteen grandchildren. Three siblings:
Jeanne (Frank) Larsen, Bill (Deb) VanWagenen, and Lois (Jim) Hibler. She is preceded in
death by her parents, father and mother in-law; Douglas and Ruth Fairbanks, and sister
in-law; Renee Moore.

A viewing will be held on Monday, January 21, 2019 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Funeral
services will begin Tuesday, January 22, 2019 with a viewing from 10:00 to 11:30 AM
followed by the funeral service at 12:00 noon.
Address for viewing and funeral services: LDS Stake Center located at 165 North Center
Street, Midway, Utah.

Cemetery
Midway City Cemetery
700 W. 500 S.
Midway, UT, utah

Comments

“

Dear Fairbanks Family,
Please forgive my tardiness in expressing my love for Sharon and all of you sometimes life gets too busy to accomplish all in a timely manner.
I got stranded in Vernal by the snowstorm the day before Sharon's funeral, and the
day of I had to get two grandchildren who had accompanied me to Vernal back home
and pick up two other grandchildren - so, sadly, I was unable to attend the funeral.
How I loved Sharon! In this day and age, it is hard to find a woman without guile, but
Sharon was a woman without guile. She was precious, sweet, and oh so kind!
Two favorite memories of Sharon:
1. The first one is a tender mercy memory. As you may or may not recall, Suzette's
husband, Layne Mitchell, died in an avalanche 25 years ago. Two weeks after the
death, I was weeping all day long and feeling such grief, when what did I hear but a
knock at my door. It was sweet Sharon stopping by to visit me to see how I was
doing. I just cried and talked to her and expressed my grief. She listened with
empathy until all my grief had poured out, and then she went home. I will always be
so grateful for her kindness at that time.
2. This one is a funny memory. Mike and I usually walked to church together, but one
Sunday when he was teaching a class, he had quite a lot of materials to take, so I
walked and he took the car shortly after I left. As he was driving down Old Coventry,
he saw me on the sidewalk, so he rolled down the car window and gave a big, loud
wolf whistle - but when "I" turned around, it was Sharon, not me! To make matters
worse, Sharon was "the Bishop's wife", and he had just whistled at her! He was so
mortified and embarrassed that I think he still blushes at the memory even today!
Sharon and I laughed about this several times over the years.
As painful as this loss is, I am so grateful Sharon has been spared additional years
dealing with the ravaging effects of dementia. I pray for peace to be with each of you,
her beloved family!
Love,
Lorraine Pinnell

Lorraine Pinnell - February 03 at 04:29 PM

“

Philosophers have successfully argued that it is impossible to have “unconditional
love” between two human beings, for the dynamics, expectations, differing opinions
and development stages all preclude such an aspiration. However, those embracing
such a perception, never got to know Larry and Sharon; the two of them were one.

Over my lifetime friendship with Larry and adult friendship with Sharon, I have never
witnessed love so pure, so unselfish and yes, “unconditional.” Moreover, this purest
of love embraced each of their wonderful children, making them an exemplar family
to all.
Larry, it is your faith and your love for family that will serve to attenuate the anguish
of today.
Thank you and Sharon for demonstrating in practice, that which most of us view as
an elusive concept.
David Ekins
David Ekins - January 22 at 10:12 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Sharon VanWagenen
Fairbanks.

January 20 at 10:50 PM

“

Larry & Family,
Interesting that I have difficulty in separating my memories of Sharon from those I
have of Larry. My memories go back over 50 years. Larry & Sharon were highschool
sweethearts just as evidently as they were sweethearts throughout their entire
married journey.
We remember when Larry served as our Bishop, Sharon was his greatest resource -as she was a conduit of sustaining love for Larry, for their family & for the entire Ward
Family. People recognized that her charity towards all was genuine, she often
conveyed unselfish love in word but also in numerous deeds of kindness to so many
in the Ward.
Sharon & Larry exemplify how an eternal companionship should function.
We can visualize Sharon encouraging all of their mutual friends to take care of Larry,
until they meet again.
May we learn from Sharon & Larry's legacy, how to find joy in serving our spouse,
family & friends.
Kelly & Linda Sheppard

Kelly Sheppard - January 19 at 12:01 PM

“

Wonderful wonderful person

jane schilling - January 18 at 01:43 PM

“

Sharon—-pure gold!! I love you sweet cousin!!! Love and hugs to the Whole family!
Susan Faddis McCraley
Susan Faddis McCraley - January 18 at 02:10 PM

“

I remember my dear cousin of alway being so kind and sweet. Love her and her family and
all my cousins. God bless
Steve Larsen - January 18 at 10:36 PM

“

To Larry and family,
I remember Sharon as a beautiful lady; inside and out. She had a cute sense of humor and
always greeted me with a warm hug. Indeed, a special lady. My sincere condolences for
your loss. Maggie (from the Sandy neighborhood).
maggie - January 20 at 04:59 PM

“

As a neighbor of Larry and Sharon's for 12 years, I was very blessed to know her and the
Fairbanks family. I'll always remember her sweet spirit and infectious laugh
Jan Sisneros - January 22 at 12:25 PM

