Ricky Allen Bates
February 3, 1959 - April 29, 2020

Ricky Allen Bates was reunited with his parents on April 29, 2020, after a courageous fight
with cancer. He was blessed to be at home surrounded by his loved ones; whom will miss
him dearly.
Rick was born on February 3, 1959 to Norma Nye and Earl Bates. He was raised in Heber
city, where he met the love of his life Michelle Middlton in 1984. They married in 1994 and
together raised four children; Trisha (Robert) Rodgers, Ricky (Crystal) Bates, Nichole
(Jeff) Kellerhals, Brieanna (Brandon) Healey. Also, together they raised their grandson
Mitch (Hannah) Bates.
He was very proud of his children, but his grandchildren (14) and one great grandchild
were his pride and joy.
Rick would always greet everyone with a smile and a handshake. He was always there to
help anyone in need. Many would say he was a "Jack of all trades”, there wasn’t much
that he couldn’t do. He was a very hard-working man, who always provided for his family.
He was an avid fisherman; he'd grab a pole, make a bologna sandwich, slap the sandwich
on the dashboard of the car and off to the lake he’d go. He might have not always caught
the biggest fish, or he might have even gotten "skunked”, but he would always come home
with some great stories to tell. Being at the lake was his home away from home. Rick was
also a huge Denver Bronco fan and he never missed a game.
Rick is survived by his loving wife Michelle, children, grandchildren and his brother Dave
(Kristen) Bates.
Rick was proceeded in death by his parents, Earl and Norma Bates. Also, Michelle’s
parents Karen and David Middleton and many other friends and family, whom were taken
too soon.
As a family, with the joining of friends will be hosting a
celebration of life” at a later date.
We as a family would love to express our thanks to our mother for taking care of our father
in his time of need. Thanks for showing us a true love story. We love you mom!
See ya, Dad! Love ya, Dad -- forever and a day!
Friends and family may visit the online guestbook and share a memory of Ricky at www.pr
opbstfamilyfunerals.com

Comments

“

Dear Michelle and family,
I was so sad to hear about Rick. He was always one if my favorite friends/ student.
We always had good laughs and fun times. He's a great man. With a great smile and
a warm handshake.

Carol Davis - May 04, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

Michelle
Was sorry to hear about your sweet husband. He will be truly missed a lot!
Seems like forever since I talked to you but I love the memories of you at the store.
My love is with you at this time.
Take care. Love, Raneva Fish Lemon

Raneva Lemon - May 02, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

Thank you so much Raneva
Michelle Bates - May 02, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

Dear Michelle, Hun,
Since you always greet me with a "Hi Hun"!
Michelle and family, I am conflicted. I am saddened to hear of Rick's passing, yet
glad for his relief of suffering, and you watching and standing by.
What a legacy he has left. He in no doubt, has shown what love is to those grand
kids.
He loved his family and it showed on his shirt sleeve, for all to see.
Some never figure it out. At the end of the day, it is LOVE.
Girls and boy, our prayers and thoughts for comfort and peace are with you at this
time.
Eric and Shelly Bunker

Eric / Shelly Bunker - May 02, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

“

Thank you Eric and Shelly you have always been so nice to us and our family
Michelle Bates - May 02, 2020 at 08:29 PM

Rick and Dave were my childhood neighbors. We had a lot of fun building tree
houses and hunting rabbits. So sorry to hear of his passing. God bless.

Brian Jorgensen - May 02, 2020 at 09:22 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. He will be missed by everyone who knew him!!

Tami Wolnik - May 01, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

Michelle. I am so sorry for your loss. I remember when your family, Karen and David
moved in across the street from our family, Floyd and Odessa Thacker. I loved baby
sitting all of you. Hope you find peace in the future. Love to you and your family.
Susan Thacker Lallatin.

Susan Lallatin - May 01, 2020 at 04:54 PM

“

Michelle and family, so sorry for your loss. Prayers for your family.
Steve and Karen Ridge

Steve Ridge - May 01, 2020 at 04:54 PM

“

I want to share one more story with you all.
We went to Deer Creek reservoir in Charleston and rented a row boat to go fishing.
We get out there a bit and start fishing. The wind comes up and was blowing hard. It
blew us to the north into the swampy area with cattails. We rowed and rowed against
that wind and it was beating us. Finally I came up with a swell idea, we could throw
the anchor and pull our way home and return this stupid boat, ok Rick says and I
start throwing the anchor, wow it’s working and I make it about 100 yards then it’s
Ricks turn to throw it. I move to the back of the boat and relinquish my spot to him. I
get my grip on the boat to stabilize it as he gets prepared to throw this anchor and
rock the boat, I watch carefully as he winds up for his first, away it goes, the anchor
is on its way, over the boat it goes, but it’s not alone, Rick might have thought for
some reason in that time and space he needed the extra weight on the line and the
last thing I seen was the bottom of his boots flying over the side of this boat. I stand
up look over the water is like 4 to 5 feet deep and I watch Rick bounce off the bottom
of the lake and he come up as fast as he went down, foaming at the mouth, mad as
hell and if you haven’t seen Rick mad, I will say this you don’t know what is going to
happen next. He looks at me and I have tears running down my cheeks and rolling
on the bottom of the boat saying to him, your supposed to let go of the rope, I have
tears running down my cheeks telling this story, but he looks at me soaking wet
standing there reaching for our poles and catch and says. Leave this boat and let’s
go, that man who rented this boat to us is watching us and won’t bring his motor boat
over here, then he can come fetch his boat. Finally me laughing all the way to the car
Rick finally realized how funny it was and we enjoyed the rest of the day.
What a friend a true and wonderful friend he has always been. One of the strongest
men I know. Caring and will do anything for you.
Rick I love you and have always missed you since I moved and always will. Go with
God and RIP my friend

John Talbot - May 01, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

OH, John, this is such a funny story. I know how much you loved your friends and grieve for
their loss. RIP Ricky
Joleen Harris - May 01, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

You have made my day a little brighter love you and all your great stories
Michelle Bates - May 02, 2020 at 08:31 PM

“

there are many
We took a motor bike ride one day, Rick took David’s 250 Kawasaki and I took Neil’s
175, up Lake creek we went, to the cliff you can see from town, rock face. So instead
of wanting to go all the way around Rick decided we can walk our bikes down this
small canyon with a small creek bottom and get to the flats and ride our happy asses
home. Ok says I, well things were going good until we had to cross the small creek
bed in the bottom. There was another person with us that was on a 400, can’t
remember who but he got in Ricks way in the bottom, me being happy go lucky at
this moment in time, walking down with the smallest bike of the group singing a song
and staying my safe distance back, I hear something through the brush. I stop and I
listen, it’s not a plane nor a bird nor any wild animal, I have heard in the woods
before. Nope none of them, but I have heard that sound before, yep it’s Ricks voice
yelling, John help, John help me. I come down around the bend and here he is under
that 250 sprawled out in the creek bottom and can’t get up. Yep the stronger of the
two of us is requiring my help and all I could do so far for a second was laugh my ass
off and try and lift that stupid bike with tears coming down my cheeks. So glad I had
that little 175. It’s a ride you can’t forget

John Talbot - May 01, 2020 at 01:39 PM

“

Pink Lily and Yellow Rose Mix (Silk Cemetery Flowers) was purchased for the family
of Ricky Allen Bates.

May 01, 2020 at 01:17 PM

“

Christine Huggard lit a candle in memory of Ricky Allen Bates

Christine Huggard - May 01, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

i am so very sorry to hear about the passing of Rick. I was deeply saddened to hear bout
your Loss. My thoughts are you with you. May the peace of which comes from memories of
Love shared comfort you at this time.
Christine Huggard - May 01, 2020 at 12:55 PM

“

Dear Michelle and family, I am very sorry for your loss and the passing of Ricky. I am a
second cousin, our mothers (Norma and LaRena) were first cousins. We used to play
together a lot as young children. I had not seen Ricky for many years but I was able to give
him a hug at his mother's funeral. May God bless you and your family during this difficult
time and in the years to come. Love, Gayle Curry Sandquist
Gayle Sandquist - June 01, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

Michelle Sorry for Loss of you sweet husband ! I sure remember when I live close to then ,I
love his Parents ! And you To
Linda Broadhead Hawkins - October 02, 2020 at 02:39 PM

