Max G Johnson
October 24, 1927 - January 27, 2015

Max George Johnson, born in the Heber Hospital on October 24, 1927, died at home on
January 27, 2015 following a short illness. He was the first son of George W. Johnson and
Jennie Luella Pyper. They moved to Midway in September 1933 and Max lived in Midway
the remainder of his life. He was very blessed to find the world’s best wife, Lila Mae Ross,
and they were married in the Salt Lake Temple on May 17, 1950. Together they built a
home in Midway and became the parents of ten children – 6 girls and 4 boys. They are
Ross (Arnette) Johnson, Emory Johnson (deceased), Susan (Les) Corbett, Tim (Martha)
Johnson, Julie (Van) Swainston, Mark (Jadine) Johnson, Mary (Troy) Coil, Linda
Christensen, Sandra Thompson, and Rebecca Johnson. Grandfather to 20 grandchildren
and 14 great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his parents, brothers Lowell and
Keith, sister Ruth Anna, his son Emory, and three babies. He is survived by his loving wife,
nine children, and by his sister, Georgia Dawn Clegg.
Max and Lila Mae hosted thirteen children from Mexico who stayed with them for one year
each to attend school, and four children from the Indian Placement Program lived with
them at various times.
Max graduated from Wasatch High School in 1945 and then served in the United States
Army from December 7, 1945 until near the close of World War II as an arc-welding
instructor. Following his army discharge, he returned to Midway and started his own
business, working as a welder and mechanic, later becoming a heavy equipment operator
and truck driver, spent twelve years as a school bus driver for Wasatch School District,
then worked at Wheeler Machinery Company in Salt Lake City from March, 1966 until his
retirement 28 years later. Following his retirement, he enjoyed working as a school
crossing guard for Midway City for thirteen years.
Max proudly served as a High Priest in the LDS Church and had a number of church
callings throughout the years, was involved in community and church activities and was a
member of the Swiss Chorus. He and Lila Mae became Midway’s Honored Citizens in
2008.

Fervent thanks to all of you who made his life possible – he had a wonderful life, and
loved calling Midway “home.”
Special thanks to Lisa, Jill and Brittany from Home Health Care and Hospice for making
his last days here so comfortable.
Funeral services will be held Saturday, January 31st at 1:00 p.m. in the Fox Den Ward
LDS Chapel (250 E. 200 S., Midway.) A visitation will be held at the same location on
Friday evening from 6:00-8:00 p.m. and from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Saturday.
Interment will follow in the Midway City Cemetery.

Cemetery

Events

Midway City

JAN

600 W. 500 S.

30

Midway, UT,

Viewing

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Fox Den Ward Chapel
250 E. 200 S., Midway, UT, US, 84049

JAN
31

Viewing

11:30AM - 12:30PM

Fox Den Ward Chapel
250 E. 200 S., Midway, UT, US, 84049

JAN
31

Service

01:00PM

Fox Den Ward Chapel
250 E. 200 S., Midway, UT, US, 84049

Comments

“

I was saddened tonight to see the passing of another person who I can say made a
Big impression on my life...
Max was a Wonderful Man...
I will remember his kindness through the rest of my life. In fact, I can honestly say
that Max, was one of the few people I can say impacted my life for the better. He was
always willing to help anyone with fixing their car advice, and lending a hand when
he had a moment. To his family Heart felt condolences... Although some of you may
not remember me. I will never forget the Kindness

Gregg Bodine
Gregg Bodine - February 08, 2015 at 12:08 AM

“

I was one of the thirteen children from Mexico, my name is Enrique Greenwell. I lived
with Max and Lila Mae for a school year starting August 1986 until June 1987. In
those ten months I learned an incredible lesson in love, commitment and pure
passion for life, not only from Max but from his entire family. We will miss him, but his
spirit lives on in his family, friends and in me, that at the young age of 16 received his
love, patience and understanding.
Love you Max.

Enrique Greenwell - February 02, 2015 at 03:14 PM

“

Lila Mae, God bless you and your family. Max was a wonderful big hearted man, a
good example to all. Blessings to you, Millie and Roger

Millie Medby - January 31, 2015 at 05:32 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Max G Johnson.

January 30, 2015 at 09:32 PM

“

Lila Mae and family,
I was saddened to hear of Max's passing. He was such a hard worker and wonderful
father and husband.
He always had a smile for me whenever I saw him.
The two of you have a great legacy Lila Mae.
May the Lord bless and comfort you at this difficult time.
Debbie Soresen

Debbie Sorensen - January 30, 2015 at 04:04 PM

“

I spent many of my childhood days at the Johnson home. Everyone was always
welcomed and treated like family. Lila Mae and Max are hard working and were great
examples to me. Thank you and know you are in our prayers.

Aleisa Cluff Eaton - January 30, 2015 at 01:54 PM

“

Cheri M. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Max G Johnson.

Cheri M. - January 30, 2015 at 10:52 AM

“

Dearest Lila Mae, I was only your neighbor for a few years there across from
Memorial Hill but I truly appreciated our visits. Max and you were always so kind to
me. You are a part of the treasured time I spent in Midway. God bless you with peace
and love, Cheri (Simmons) Munden, Vancouver, WA.

Cheri Munden - January 30, 2015 at 09:27 AM

“

We are sending our love and prayers to Max's family. May you all be blessed and
comforted at this time. Much love and many blessings, Benjamin and Michelle
Johnson

michelle marchant - January 30, 2015 at 03:42 AM

“

Lila Mae, and Family,
Please except our very deepest sympathy. Max was such a great man, and we knew
how
much he loved the Lord.bless you all may you find comfort with the Lords plan.we all
can be together again with faith and love in the Lord and what he has in store for us.
Love Gig Davis, and peggy and Terry Roy, Tom Robyn,Gary and Susan Davis

Peggy and Terry Roy - January 29, 2015 at 05:21 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies. I have such wonderful memories of Uncle Max when I was
growing up. We love you and wish you peace and comfort. So glad we had a chance
to visit over the holidays. With all our love -- Will, Annette, Ellen and Claire Kopachik

Annette Kopachik - January 29, 2015 at 03:09 PM

“

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Max G Johnson.

January 29, 2015 at 02:36 PM

“

Dear Lila Mae and family,
As newlyweds 40 years ago, we were welcomed into the Midway lst Ward by Max
and Lila Mae Johnson. Immediately we became great friends not to mention the fact
that Max and I were already relatives through the Van Wagoners. What wonderful
examples of selflessness, service, charity, friendship, kindness, gentleness, and love.
Max was always available to fix anything for us and did it with no hesitation. He did it
with a smile on his face even when Roy stood over him making sure he was getting it
done fast enough. . You name it - he fixed it. (cars, tractors, balers, ovens, etc.) Max
has always made us feel important and we always knew we were loved
unconditionally. You can't say Max without saying LIla Mae. They were and are
"one". Max was a giant of a man both in stature and in spirit. He loved sharing stories
of his ancestors and loved having a captive audience while talking. We will miss him
and want to express our sincere sympathy in his passing. May our Heavenly Father
bless you all with faith, understanding, good memories, laughter and sunshine,
peace, and most of all love. We are sorry that we will not be able to attend the
funeral. We love you all and are so grateful that we were able to visit with you Lila
Mae even though we were 20 minutes too late to see him alive. Roy and Martha
Remund

Roy and Martha Remund - January 29, 2015 at 01:36 PM

