Mary Kathleen (Kathy) McCotter
August 25, 1944 - January 23, 2017

Mary Kathleen (Kathy) McCotter, beloved wife, mother and friend, passed away January
23, 2017 peacefully in her home, surrounded by her family.
Kathy was born on August 25, 1944, in Nampa Idaho to V.K. (Jep) and Ferne Jeppesen;
the second of three children. She had a passion for life and learning and boundless
energy. She had a gift for seeing beauty; in the world, and in people. She loved
mountains, horses, the smell of pine trees, gingerbread, walking on cobblestone streets,
flower gardens, cowbells, art and music. She was an accomplished pianist and harpist. As
a trained hospice volunteer, she played her harp to comfort those in her care. In 2002, she
volunteered for the Olympic and Paralympic games, serving as attaché for the Ukrainian
Paralympic team.
She married her dearest love, Orson Lane McCotter, in the Salt Lake Temple on June
12,1964. Most of all, Kathy loved being a wife and mother to their two daughters (Heidi
and Felicia) and three sons (Monte, Tate, and Cade). Her 15 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren will forever be blessed by their devoted granny, who made each one
of them feel deeply loved and special. Kathy cherished her membership in the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and joyfully served the Lord and others with all her heart
and strength.
In 2007, Kathy was diagnosed with oral cancer. She faced her health challenges with
courage and optimism; finding strength in the love of family and friends and through the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Kathy is survived by her beloved husband, Lane; children Felicia (Ralph) Tafuri, Heidi
(Steve) Pugmire, Tate (Stacee) McCotter, Cade (Ashley) McCotter; brother David
(Artchara) Jeppesen, and sister Karma (Hal) Bingham. She was preceded in death by her
parents, and by her son Monte Lane McCotter.
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Humanitarian or Missionary Fund of The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or a charity of your choice.
The family wishes to express their deep gratitude for the countless acts of service and
prayers offered in behalf of Kathy, and for those who provided her with such excellent
medical care.
There will be viewings held on Friday, January 27 from 6-8pm, and on Saturday, January
28 from 9-10:30am at the Midway LDS Stake Center, 165 North Center Street, Midway,
Utah. Funeral services will be at 11:00 am on Saturday, January 28 at the Midway Stake
Center.
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Comments

“

Oh how my heart hurts! What a beautiful lady. I had the wonderful opportunity to be
her visiting teacher but she taught me tons more than I ever taught her. She made
feel so welcome when we moved into Midway. We've lost an angel. My deep
condolences are with her family and especially her sweet husband.
Tracey Martinos

Tracey Martinos - January 28, 2017 at 12:23 PM

“

Memories of Kathy are and always will be that beautiful smile...it was always there
even though cancer tried to take away her beauty. Cancer did not win.. The beauty
inside and out was and always will be there. Her eyes were caring and her talents
will always be remembered. When I think of Kathy besides the above, I think of
horses and her love for equine friends,,beautiful flowers....her husbands loving
care...her special way of teaching, whether in or out of the classroom...her wonderful
example of Christ like attributes. Thanks to our Father for sharing her with us for a
short time...but taking her home so that she could be free of pain. Love to her caring
husband and family. Gayle Gale

Gayle Gale - January 27, 2017 at 07:55 PM

“

Dear McCotters.
I have so many wonderful memories of your family and especially your mother and
wife, Kathy.Sis, McCotter was my seminary teacher in Huntsville, Texas She made
the scriptures come alive for me at an impressionable time in my life. I remember
walking into the seminary room to find Liberty Jail as we talked about the prophet
Joseph Smith and his trials. Another day we came in to find a covered wagon and
another day the missionaries were atop the basektball goal representing King
Benjamin.She had a powerful influence on my testimony of the gospel and the
scruptures. I was greateful for a place to stop and spend the night enroute to BYU
when you were living in Santa Fe. Sis McCotter always made me feel right at home
and like I was the most important person in the world to her. I will always be grateful
for the wonderful influence she had on my life and the exampole of faithfulness she
always set for me. I know there are joyful tears in heaven as she is reunited with dear
Monte. I loved having him as a friend., There was never a dull moement when he
was around. My thoughts and prayers are with your dear family at this difficult time. I
will make a donation to the missionary fund in her honor.
Love, Pam Potter Worley

Pam Worley - January 26, 2017 at 01:09 PM

“

We love the McCotters! Our love and prayers are with you at this difficult time.

Marty & Kathleen Evans Family - January 26, 2017 at 08:20 AM

“

Heidi Butters lit a candle in memory of Mary Kathleen (Kathy) McCotter

Heidi Butters - January 25, 2017 at 08:52 PM

“

We are sorry for your loss. We moved from Europe to Leavenworth Kansas in 1981
and stayed until early 1983. That was when we met your family and shared many
unique adventures. Ever since that time we occasionally saw magazine or
newspaper articles that told us where you were living. Careers and places to live
have changed for both our families, but we were always grateful for the time we
shared at Leavenworth. Sister McCotter is a wonderful woman.
Linda and Alan Call

Linda and Alan Call - January 25, 2017 at 08:19 PM

“

Dear Lane,
We never knew Kathy when she was well but we were impressed by her optimism,
faith and concern for others while facing daunting health challenges. Both Kathy and
you have been very caring neighbors. We will miss Kathy but take comfort knowing
she is free of all the pain and hardship her valiant fight with cancer caused.
Love,
Don and Linda Colton

Don Colton - January 25, 2017 at 09:49 AM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mary Kathleen
(Kathy) McCotter.

January 25, 2017 at 07:58 AM

“

Jeanette Wilson sent a virtual gift in memory of Mary Kathleen (Kathy) McCotter

Jeanette Wilson - January 25, 2017 at 03:40 AM

“

Dear McCotter family, We were so saddened to hear of the passing of Kathy. We're
sure this is a bittersweet time for all of you. Missing her wonderful smile, and kind
ways will be hard, but we also know that she is free of the pain she has endured for
so many years. We can only imagine the reunion on the other side with your son,
and other family members, who have gone before. Kathy was my YW Counselor in
the old 4th ward, for a while. I learned so much from her. As I reflected today on our
years of service together, I could hear her laugh, her guidance, all of her teaching
moments with the 4th Ward YW and Presidency. She was and is a beautiful daughter
of God.
President McCotter you were her angel husband, the love of her life, as well as your
children and grandchildren.
Kathy was my Sister in the Gospel, my mentor, but most of all she was my friend.
Our prayers and thoughts are with you at this time.
May the Lord bless you, as I'm sure He will and has.
All of our love,
Val and Susan Warnick

Val & Susan Warnick - January 25, 2017 at 01:37 AM

“

Kathy touched souls with her goodness, her caring, her strength and her love. She
was a beautiful example of a righteous woman! We're so thankful she touched our
lives,
With our sympathy and love,
Aldon and Donna Cook

Donna Cook - January 24, 2017 at 09:11 PM

“

We are truly truly grateful to have had the opportunity to have known you in this life.
What a wonderful mother, wife and friend you are to all those that cross your path.
Until we meet again. Our deepest condolences
Earl, Sherry, Lisa, Casey and Tyler Carter

Earl&Sherry Carter - January 24, 2017 at 08:24 PM

“

Your brother Steve's family purchased the Sacred Duty Spray for the family of Mary
Kathleen (Kathy) McCotter.

Your brother Steve's family - January 24, 2017 at 07:43 PM

“

Love, Steve & Suzan Loftin and Crystal & Tyler purchased the Lavender Reflections
Spray for the family of Mary Kathleen (Kathy) McCotter.

Love, Steve & Suzan Loftin and Crystal & Tyler - January 24, 2017 at 06:30 PM

“

Kathy was among the sweetest women that I knew. She always was positive and
loving and gracious. Grateful she is no longer in pain. Thank you McCotter family for
sharing her with us all. May you be comforted in your loss. Vickie Weyandt

Vickie Weyandt - January 24, 2017 at 05:53 PM

“

I Love Kathy!
~Dawn Roberts

Dawn Roberts - January 24, 2017 at 10:25 AM

“

I am so saddened by the news of Kathy's passing. She was such a great daughter of
God. Although We only knew her for a short time she had a profound impact on our
lives. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you as you mourn her passing.
Love always,
Lynn and Marilyn Whipple

marilyn whipple - January 24, 2017 at 09:51 AM

