Lee Roy 'Coach' Ritchie
April 5, 1936 - July 18, 2020

Lee Roy (Coach) Ritchie
1936 - 2020
Lee Roy (Coach) Ritchie, passed away on July 18th, 2020 in Heber City. He was born to
Paris Clyde Ritchie and Hannah Whiting Ritchie on April 5, 1936. He married Barbara Lue
Fillmore on September 2, 1955 and was sealed in the Logan temple on August 4th, 1959.
Roy was an avid sportsman. He lettered in basketball and tennis at Utah State. He was a
swimming instructor and coached basketball, football, tennis, wrestling and track at
Dugway and South Summit High Schools. He was chairman of the Wasatch and Summit
Counties on the walk-a-thon. He bowled a perfect 300 game at Holiday Lanes. He won
several golf, bowling and tennis tournaments. He enjoyed fishing and hunting with his
brothers. He taught school at South Summit High School for 30 years and was the driver’s
ed teacher as well. He also worked for the Wasatch National Forest Service for 19 years.
He loved his children and was proud of each accomplishment they did. Most of all, his wife
whom he had been married to for 64 years. His 65th anniversary would have been
September 2nd.
He is survived by his wife Barbara and his four children Denise, Annette, Scott and Karen.
He is also survived by his brother Don (Liz) Ritchie and sister Diane (Teryl) Hunsaker. He
has five grandchildren and one great grandchild. He is preceded in death by his mother,
father and brother John.
Graveside services will be held on Wednesday, July 22nd at 11:00 at the Charleston
Cemetery. There will be no viewing. Due to the COVID pandemic, we ask all that are
attending to please wear masks.
Friends and family may visit the online guestbook and share a memory of Roy at
www.probstfamilyfunerals.com
We would like to thank the many caregivers involved in his care at Rocky Mountain,
Spring Gardens and Hospice Services.
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Comments

“

Barbara and family.
So sorry to hear of Roy’s passing. Just found out today. Barbara my heart goes out
to you and pray comfort and peace. Many fond memories of us going through school
as class mates and riding the school bus. I pray all is well with you and your family.
Tom and Karen Giles Carlile Bird

Tom Bird - August 06 at 10:03 PM

“

Roy has been a dear friend for at least the last 70 plus years. He made the world a
better place by living here. I know you’ll miss him like crazy Barb but he’s in a better
place for now. You took such good care of him these last years. My love goes out to
you and your family Love, Joyce

Joyce Bailei - July 23 at 12:21 PM

“

I just loved coach Richie. I was so happy that I was able to see him and Barbara in
Heber at the rest home several months ago and share my cinnamon roll with them
that I made. Great memories and great love that they shared with each other.

Melonie (Pitt) Thomas - July 23 at 09:58 AM

“

Coach Ritchie was one in a million. He was so fun yet expected us to do the right
thing. He was my Drivers Ed teacher and told me never hug the middle of the road. It
was better to run off the road rather than get in a Head on. I remember he let us
watch the World Series in class. That was awesome. Lynn and I both worked at the
Forest Service with him. Loved him as a friend and mentor. Barbers, our thoughts are
with you and your family. You were married to an amazing man. Donna Atkinson
Thacker.and Lynn Thacker.

Donna Thacker - July 23 at 12:07 AM

“

Barbara, Denise, Annette, Scott & Karen:
I was saddened to read of Roy's passing this evening in today's Wave. Had I known
earlier, I would have made a point of being at his graveside service this morning. I'm
guessing it's not exactly the sendoff for him you'd have liked, as I'm sure the meeting
house would have been packed if you had been able to hold a proper funeral. I don't
have to tell you that Roy was a good man. I remember him giving me pointers on
free-throw shooting in your driveway when we used to live across the street from
each other, and trying to teach me how to golf with Scott over at Wasatch Mountain
(still working on that skill). He will be missed. May God bless you and see you
through this time of grieving with the hope of being reunited with him at a future time.
David Milliner

David Milliner - July 22 at 10:56 PM

“

Coach Ritchie was the best! He had great respect for all the students! My favorite
memory was drivers ed! He let me do most of the driving! I think it’s because I was
the best driver in the group . Thoughts and prayers for all the family
Love, Jamie Atkinson Blazzard

Jamie Atkinson Blazzard - July 22 at 09:37 PM

“

Barbara, we send our Love and condolences to you at the loss of your dear
husband!
We have enjoyed the limited association with you through the years; but we admired
you guys,and loved our friendship!
Stay safe, and know that we are here for you, in thoughts and prayers!
Love, Bonita and Theil Atkinson.

Bonita Atkinson - July 22 at 06:20 PM

“

Barbara,
So sorry for the passing of Coach. What a wonderful man. He was not just a coach
but a friend. I knew whether he was tough or kind he always cared for me as a
person. He brought joy to all associated with him. Our prayers are with you and your
family.
Barry Walker

Barry S Walker - July 22 at 11:58 AM

“

Barbara and family,
So sorry to hear of Coach Ritchie's passing. I have many fond memories of him in
school both as a teacher and Drivers Ed instructor. I also have great memories of
you Barbara when you sub'd for others at school. May you all be comforted at this
time. Prayers and love to you all.
Julie Marchant Walker

Julie Marchant Walker - July 22 at 11:10 AM

“

Lloyd Embry. I'm so grateful that I got to know coach Ritchie, he was always be
positive and uplifting, he always commented on the good job we did in Athletics. He
was always there too talk to, and lend a listening hear when you needed someone to
talk to. Everytime I would run into. Him and he his wonderful wife Barbra, they happy
and bubbly as ever, and glad to see you. Thank you so much for your example. Your
great, we love you, and are going to miss you. God bless you .

Lloyd Embry - July 22 at 10:35 AM

“

I had a late birthday, so I was one of the last to get to go driving. Just as our group
started driving, our family moved out of state. When we arrived, we found that the
new state had different driver's ed requirements. I sent the requirements to Coach,
and he sent a letter for me to use, certifying that I had passed all of those
requirements. I appreciated his faith in me at that time and throughout my time in his
class. Also, he let us sing in the corner of the library on lunches. It was a safe time
and place for me, and I am grateful.
Best wishes to your family at this time. May you be blessed with safety and peace!

Aundrea Hill - July 22 at 10:11 AM

“

In my high school experience, interactions with Coach Richie were memorable. He
met students at an adult level and his expectations were reasonable but stretched
us. His sense of humor about teen driving was wry. I remember his warning that if we
were going to be stupid and drink alcohol, we should eat a pound of butter to lessen
the deleterious effects. I admired his sense of humor and calm demeanor. He was a
stand-out.

Terina Atkinson Darcey - July 22 at 08:14 AM

“

Barbara and family,
I'm so sorry for your loss. I will always remember Coach Richie, he was a great man!
He helped me with my career decision. He allowed me to be his student aid in high
school. He let me work with the high school sound and video systems. Whenever we
met, he always ask how I was doing and how the business was doing. Please accept
my sincere condolences.
Hoyt Atkinson

Hoyt Atkinson - July 21 at 09:38 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Lee Roy 'Coach' Ritchie.

July 21 at 07:22 PM

“

Dear Barbara,
I so enjoyed spending time playing pool and visiting at the park with you, Roy and
the group in St George with my dad. What fun, Bingo laughs and great memories I
will cherish.
Our family sends our love to you and your family.
Warmest condolences,
The Lee Halverson family

Janet Halverson - July 21 at 05:25 PM

“

Dear Barbara and family,
We have many great memories of you and Roy. Gordon remembers Roy telling him
he always liked to look out for the Price twins, Merv and Marvin. You were members
of our 7th ward family for many years. Roy was a great High Priest Group instructor.
We were sad when you moved.
We enjoyed the video and Gordon remembering the 1941 black Ford Coupe when
Roy was in high school. He was a guy you always looked up too. Both of you
traveled to Provo and purchased a blue 1956 Ford two door hardtop at Telluride Ford
Auto. Gordon was in that showroom at the time picking up a Ford auto part from the
parts department.
Sharon always enjoyed visiting with both of you at the Fitstop.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Gordon and Sharon Spencer

Gordon & Sharon Spencer - July 21 at 02:55 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Coach Ritchies passing. He was one of the best. Always a
favorite of mine. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Cheryl & Mark Nisonger - July 21 at 01:43 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Lee Roy 'Coach'
Ritchie.

July 21 at 01:18 PM

“

Kaye Ritchie purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the family of Lee Roy
'Coach' Ritchie.

Kaye Ritchie - July 21 at 01:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album videos

Bonnie - July 21 at 12:10 PM

“

I will never forget the football trip to Las Vegas with Coach Ritchie and Principal
Skyles.

Dan Andrus - July 21 at 11:44 AM

“

Barbra I am so sorry for your loss. One of my fondest memories of coach is when we were
doing drivers Ed and we would drive to Heber to the bowling alley for a cherry Coke. Thank
you!
Sandi (Georgi) Lott - July 22 at 07:34 PM

“

Always remember Coach Ritchie and how good he was to my son. Much love and
respect to all. Norine Crittenden Wrathall

NORINE Wrathall - July 21 at 10:49 AM

“

My favorite basketball coach at Dugway rest in piece COACH. ED Whittle

Ed Whittle - July 21 at 10:39 AM

“

Both being a Ritchie, our paths should have passed more often, but sadly they were
sparse, but also being a Ritchie, I was excited to often hear cousin Roy's name
spoken and it was always with respect and admiration. He was truly 'the coach' to so
many. He always made the name Ritchie look good.

Jim and Carolyn Ritchie - July 21 at 10:23 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Coach Ritchie's passing. He was my favorite teacher and I loved
him as my drivers ed instructor. I learned so much from him in my Biology class as a
Senior, that the Biology class I took in college was easy. He is definitely one of the
"good ones".

Teresa Wilde Stevens - July 20 at 09:36 PM

“

1 file added to the album videos

Bonnie - July 20 at 07:18 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Lee Roy 'Coach' Ritchie.

July 20 at 05:40 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Lee Roy 'Coach' Ritchie.

July 20 at 05:24 PM

“

I heard a few great stories of Lee Roy and amazed of how athletic he was such a
great man, he will be dearly missed. Sending prayers and comfort to the Ritchie
family (((Hugs))) Love; The Hendersons

Hendersons - July 20 at 12:53 PM

