Joseph "Richard" Nielson
May 20, 1932 - June 8, 2015

On June 8, 2015, Joseph Richard Nielson, age 83, was reunited with his loving wife
Marilynn Zabriskie.
Richard was born May 20, 1932 in Salt Lake City to Joseph Dennis and Helen Johnson
Nielson.
After graduating from Davis High Richard served honorably in the United States Army,
stationed in Europe. He attended BYU for one year, and met his wife to be while working
at Firmage’s department store. He served a full-time mission for the LDS church in the
British Isles. He obtained a degree from BYU and began his lifelong career in retail.
In 1973 Richard purchased a small mercantile in Midway, Utah and operated Nielson’s
market for nearly 25 years. He cherished the association he had with members of the
community and the opportunity to work daily with his family. He taught his children the
value of hard work.
Richard was president of the Midway Boosters. He also served as Midway City
Councilman, hospital board member, and Swiss Days Chairman. As booster president he
started the 4th of July firework show in Midway, 30 years ago.
Richard was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and
served in many capacities including Bishop of the Hunter 10th ward. He loved serving in
the temple and cherished the opportunity to serve a mission with his wife in Melbourne,
Australia.
He will be missed greatly by his 3 children, Steven (Launa), David (Susan), Suzanne
(Darin Prince), his 14 grandchildren, and his great granddaughter. He was preceded in
death by his wife Marilynn, his parents Joseph Dennis and Helen, and his granddaughter
Janae Nielson.
Services will be held Monday, June 15, 11 a.m. at the Memorial Hill Ward LDS Chapel,

250 East 200 South, Midway, Utah. Friends and Family may call at the church Sunday
evening, June 14, from 6 to 8 p.m. and from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. prior to services on
Monday. Following the services, Richard will be laid to rest at the Midway Cemetery.
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Comments

“

Dear Nielson Family,
Bob and I send our love and support to all of you at the loss of your father. We had
the greatest love and respect for your parents. We shared a sweet friendship with
them when we shopped at the Merc, and as I worked with your mother at school.
We are sorry for your loss. The world is less kind and joyous with both of them gone.
Our prayers are with you.
Bob and Loretta Filllmore

Loretta Fillmore - June 15, 2015 at 10:32 AM

“

It is with a great deal of sorrow that I read of Richard's passing. He was perhaps my
best friend during my Junior High, High school and Collage days. He also served as
the best man at my wedding. We have been friends ever since. It is comforting to
know that he is now reunited with his eternal companion in a loving reunion. May the
Lord send his comforting blessings upon his family.
Grant and Bonnie Schow

Morgan Schow - June 13, 2015 at 01:48 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Joseph "Richard"
Nielson.

June 12, 2015 at 12:44 AM

“

I will always remember having my first retail lesson from Mr. Nielson. I made what I
thought was a cool product as a kid and I took it into Nielson's store for him to sell.
He taught me about the cost of making a product and his mark up. He was kind
enough to buy the product from me and put it in the store. I know he was a really
busy man and didn't need to take the time to work with me but he did anyway. He
was always kind and understanding like that.

Spencer Kohler - June 10, 2015 at 10:30 AM

“

Very good family and people, not to mention neighbors. Thankful that I knew them.

Aleisa Eaton - June 10, 2015 at 09:45 AM

“

Roy and I express our sincere sympathy in the loss of a "great man". We, along with
our children, had many wonderful memories of going to the "Store". He was an
example of righteousness and goodness to everyone he came in contact with. Dick
and Marilyn were one as they served in so many capacities. Please know of our love
and respect as we hear the name, Richard Nielson. As the weeks and months go by,
let those memories of home, family, and love for one another fill your heart. May our
Father in Heaven bless you all with peace, comfort, sunshine, and most of all love.
Roy and Martha Remund

Roy and Martha Remund - June 09, 2015 at 10:19 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. My prayers are with you.
Monique Fausett

Monique Memmott Fausett - June 09, 2015 at 06:41 PM

“

He was such a kind and understanding man to work for. Loved going into his Midway
store. He will be missed.
Loni and Joe Linford

Loni Linford - June 09, 2015 at 05:03 PM

“

Steve and Launa!!!! I'm so sorry to hear of your father's passing!!! Prayers and hugs
to your entire family at this time!!! Families are eternal!!! Live Aileen North

aileen north - June 09, 2015 at 02:50 PM

“

Dear Nielson family, I am so saddened to hear of your fathers passing. What a
wonderful kind and compassionate man who I looked up to and appreciated all my
growing up years in Midway. Your family's dear friendship with my parents for all
these years are so much appreciated. I loved going to the "store". Your dad always
made me feel like I was his only customer and helped me with all I needed. Those
were great times. All my love and prayers during this difficult time. Thank you for
sharing your sweet parents with me. I love them.
Annette Probst Swainston
Bakersfield CA

Annette Probst Swainston - June 09, 2015 at 02:30 PM

“

Nielson family,
I am so saddened to hear of the passing of your wonderful father. I had the
opportunity of working for him at the marker in Midway and have fond memories of
how well he treated me.
He loved to tease me about how clean and shiney my car was (it was the first one I
bought)!
May the Lord bless and comfort you at this difficult time.
With love,
Debbie Sorensen

Debbie Sorensen - June 09, 2015 at 11:38 AM

“

Dick was one of the first Midway -ites we had the pleasure of meeting when we
moved to Midway. We were impressed with his welcoming smile. He shared his
Priesthood with healing blessings when needed next door. We were so happy that
Tricia, Rich, Sage and Max had the opportunity to live next door to the "Cookie
couple". Marilyn and Dick were friends to ALL the kids in the neighborhood, old and
young. He will be missed , but remembered with fondness. May his children be
blessed with the presence of the Comforter in their lives during these trying days May
they know that their Dad and Grandpa is happy in Heaven with his Eternal
companion. Maybe they are busy making cookies. May God bless all of you. Gayle
Gale

Gayle Gale - June 09, 2015 at 01:12 AM

