John Robert Hicken
January 30, 1938 - July 4, 2020

John Robert Hicken passed away July 4, 2020 in the arms of his loving wife. He was
stricken with the COVID-19 virus and admitted to the ICU at Utah Valley Regional Medical
Center in Provo Utah. His hard-fought battle ended during the Grand Finale of the Fourth
of July Fireworks as his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren held vigil in the
parking lot below his hospital window.
Heber City, Utah has been John Robert’s home for his entire life. He was born to Irwin
Todd and Ruby Price Hicken on January 30, 1938. He graduated from Wasatch High
School with the class of 1956. He served a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in the Northwestern States Mission from 1958 – 1960. Following his
mission, he attended BYU where he met the love of his life, Alice Witt Crook. They were
sealed for time and eternity in the Salt Lake City Temple on June 27, 1961 by Harold B.
Lee. They just celebrated their 59th wedding anniversary.
John Robert and Alice continued their schooling at BYU, until John Robert was called to
active duty with the 115th Engineer Battalion of the National Guard where he served for
nine months in Fort Lewis, Washington. Upon their return from Washington, they
continued their education and graduated from BYU, both with degrees in education.
Following graduation, they moved to Heber City, where John Robert was employed by
Wasatch County School District as a 6th grade teacher at the old North School. After six
years, he started working as the School Business Official in the district office. He served
with Superintendents Bert Gividen, Doug Merkley, and Henry Jolley. He was involved with
building the Midway Elementary School, the J.R. Smith Elementary School, and the
former Wasatch Middle school and swimming pool. He retired from the school district after
thirty years.
John Robert worked as an insurance agent for the past 57 years. He built up his business
with SentryWest Insurance Services. He was a long-time member of the Heber Valley
Rotary Club, and he served as a member and chairman of the Intermountain Heber

Hospital Board for many years.
John Robert had a love for farming and ranching. This love was passed down to him from
his father. They spent many years working side by side - putting up hay, digging ditch,
fixing fence, and working with the cattle in the North Fields. He was a hard worker, and he
taught his children to work hard.
John Robert was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He
loved the Lord and he loved to serve. He set a great example for his children. He and
Alice served together in the Singapore Mission in 1997 for 18 months. They served
together again in the New Jersey Cherry Hill Mission in 2005.
He loved spending time with his family, and he will be greatly missed.
John Robert is survived by his wife, Alice; their six children: Amelia (Gene) Prisbrey, Todd
Royal (Sheri) Hicken, Alyson (Clayton) Hansen, Robert John (Jill) Hicken, Adam Price
(Julie) Hicken, and Aaron Taylor (Becky) Hicken; twenty-one grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren; brothers: Glen Irwin (Carroll Lee) Hicken and Wayne Price (Charlene)
Hicken. Preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Audrey Hicken Probst, his best
friend.
A viewing will be held Friday, July 10, 2020 at the Heber East Stake Center (2395 South
Mill Rd, Heber City, Utah) from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Funeral services will be Saturday, July 11,
2020 at 11:00 a.m. with a viewing from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at the same location. Interment
will be in the Heber City Cemetery.
The family has established the following Zoom Meeting for those who would prefer to
attend electronically. Please follow the instructions below.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6900748710
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,6900748710# US
Meeting ID: 690 074 8710
We respectfully ask those who attend to wear a face covering and observe the
recommended state and local precautions for COVID-19.
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Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Heber East Stake Center
2395 S. Mill Rd., Heber City, UT, US, 84032

JUL
11

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

Heber East Stake Center
2395 S. Mill Rd., Heber City, UT, US, 84032

JUL
11

Funeral Services

11:00AM

Heber East Stake Center
2395 S. Mill Rd., Heber City, UT, US, 84032

Comments

“

I first met John Robert and Alice In a difficult time of my life. Together they both had
convinced me brighter things lay ahead, although I could not see how that could
possibly be so,Just seeing them and visiting them gave me hope. As the years
passed by they never stopped praying for that and never stopped uplifting my
spirits.The salt of this earth folks. They don't come any better. John you may be gone
but you will never be forgotten. Much Love for both you and Alice. Deb Brown

Deb Brown - July 20 at 04:55 PM

“

We lived in Heber Valley from 1979 to 2001, and when we moved, it was so hard due
to people like John Robert Hicken. My office was located close to he and Alice's
home and one of my dental partners was John Robert's very good friend, Glade
Trevaskis. I was fortunate to serve and work with John Robert in the Heber Valley
Rotary Club for over 15 years. John Robert was a kind and good man and I know
that he still is. His children are now friends with my children in the Lake creek area.
We left many wonderful memories in Heber Valley. John Robert and Alice: Thank you
for all you have done for our family over the years-such great years.
With Love, Scott and Misty Danley

Scott & Misty Danley - July 14 at 09:40 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 13 at 01:03 PM

“

My condolences to the family. Many great memories, July 24 Anniversary Club
breakfast, Hospital Board, Heber Valley Rotary, family friend,
Robert Giles

Robert Giles - July 12 at 11:02 AM

“

Much Love Alyson & Family! We are so sorry!
From Penny & Bruce Arkins family, Australia

Penelope Arkins - July 12 at 12:11 AM

“

We visited John Robert Hicken and Alice the end of May 2020. We enjoyed our visit
in their lovely home and had fun reminiscing about many things. They were very
gracious.
John Robert was a wonderful man and we are grateful for our visit that day with him
and Alice.
Thank you Alice for personally notifying us of your husband's passing, that was very
kind.
We are sorry for the loss of your husband, father, grandfather, uncle, brother, friend.
He was well loved and will be missed by many.
John Hicken Mabey (first cousin of John Robert)
Velma Mabey
Deanna Mabey Allred (great granddaughter of John Henry Hicken)
Jim Allred

Deanna Allred - July 10 at 03:54 PM

“

All our love to Alice and the Hicken family- we love John Robert, he was a great
home teacher to our family when we first moved in to the ward.
Tod and Annette Johnson

Annette Isom Johnson - July 10 at 01:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 10 at 01:16 PM

“

I have fond memories of all the Lynn and Jean Lance visits to John and Alice Hicken
and all the visits Lane and Debbie Lance have made to the Hicken family. The
memory of the Crook Family Reunion at John and Alice's home is still in my mind,
plus hosting a family reunion at the barn. Whenever we visited, John always made
time to take me around and include me in his activities. I admire all the things that
John did to support his family and his ability to facilitate their success. John's
faithfulness in gospel matters was woven into his DNA and was who he was. He was
a link between the faithfulness of past stalwarts in Heber to the next generation. I
thank my Heavenly Father that I knew John Robert Hicken. Lane Jeffrey Lance

Lane Jeffrey Lance - July 10 at 10:50 AM

“

I loved running into John Robert around Town and talking to him about his boys.
You boys have brought him much joy and happiness.
Reading the tributes of this man......
The apple has not fallen far from the tree!!!!
Even when he disagreed with what was going on in their world, he would never say
it, he would just shake his head in disbelief.
What an icon!! What a great guy!!!
Please add our condolences to Alice and the Family.
Thoughts and prayers of comfort and peace for you,
Eric and Shelly Bunker

eric bunker - July 10 at 04:29 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 10 at 02:30 AM

“

I have pleasant memories of John Robert coming in the house when I would visit
Uncle Irwin and Aunt Ruby with my dad, Bill Rasband. I was young and I thought he
was so handsome. May the Hicken family be blessed with peace, comfort and
wonderful memories of their beloved John Robert.
Janice Rasband Wagner , Granddaughter of Catherine Hicken Rasband

janice Wagner - July 09 at 10:52 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 09 at 10:24 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 09 at 09:38 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 09 at 09:28 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 09 at 07:28 PM

“

Dennis and Jolene MacKay purchased the Fairest of All for the family of John Robert
Hicken.

Dennis and Jolene MacKay - July 09 at 06:56 PM

“

Bill & Lacy Greg & Michelle, North Slope Crushing purchased the Gracious Lavender
Basket for the family of John Robert Hicken.

Bill & Lacy Greg & Michelle, North Slope Crushing - July 09 at 06:12 PM

“

Rob and Elaine Millet purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of John
Robert Hicken.

Rob and Elaine Millet - July 09 at 11:19 AM

“

Dear Alice and family: Sending our condolences at the passing of your sweet
husband, father and grandpa. We have fond memories of our families rubbing
shoulders together in the neighborhood and the old 3rd ward. Our dad (Paul Van
Wagoner) had a love and respect for him when they worked together in the bishopric.
John Robert will be remembered for his friendly and how are you doing attitude. May
you be comforted and find peace as you reflect on the good times enjoyed by your
family.
Our sincere sympathy - Peggy and Edd Thacker

Peggy Thacker - July 09 at 12:05 AM

“

We moved across the street from John Robert and Alice in the fall of 2007. The
evening we were moving in they both came over to welcome us and brought us
dinner. That was just the start of having wonderful neighbors so near. John Robert
was always so kind, so helpful and such a generous neighbor. He was a great
example of what it meant to be a good neighbor and a friend. He will truly be missed.
Greg & Connie Windley

Gregory M Windley - July 08 at 11:54 PM

“

We are truly sorry for your loss. John helped me a lot when my dad passed he
helped me water and take care of the field by his. He was truly a good man and will
be missed. the Rasbands. Bob, Clyde, and Lynne Love and prayers to Alice and
family.

Lynne Rasband - July 08 at 11:46 PM

“

I thought a lot of John Robert. He was always so caring and thoughtful. Our deepest
sympathy to the family. Love you all. Jan and Val gines

jan gines - July 08 at 11:33 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 08 at 10:24 PM

“

John Robert we will miss you. I will miss you at the ranch my friend telling me to
make sure I keep track on the count of calves and our little chats. Rest in Peace and
May the Lord hold you in his hands tenderly. Till we meet again.
Dorothy Boyer

Dorothy Boyer - July 08 at 07:25 PM

“

Blaine and Dorothy Boyer, Ted and Erin Boyer purchased the Tender Tribute for the
family of John Robert Hicken.

Blaine and Dorothy Boyer, Ted and Erin Boyer - July 08 at 07:11 PM

“

The David Hill family sends its love and condolences to the Hicken family. Uncle
John was a good, kindhearted man who will be missed.

David Hill - July 08 at 03:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 08 at 12:39 PM

“

Rest in peace, John. You were always a positive man whenever I interacted with you.
My condolences to the family you have left behind, you will be missed.
-Kevin Bauman

Kevin Bauman - July 08 at 11:58 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 08 at 11:45 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 08 at 11:04 AM

“

Alice and Family,
Lisa and I were so saddened to hear about John Robert’s passing. Your entire family
has always been so kind. We pray the comfort of the Spirit will envelop you all during
this very tender time. We love your family and will miss your husband and dad. Wish
we could be there to mourn with you in person but know we are with you in spirit.
Ernie and Lisa Blodgett
Santa Clara, Utah

Ernie Blodgett - July 07 at 11:23 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

DaveandJeannie Davies - July 07 at 09:42 PM

“

We loved serving together in Pakistan and East Malaysia. Different cities but always close
and supportive. Much love! Dave & Jeannie Davies
DaveandJeannie - July 07 at 09:44 PM

“

Alice, may you and all your beautiful family feel the peace and love of our Savior Jesus
Christ at this difficult time.Love always! Dave & Jeannie Davies.
DaveandJeannie - July 07 at 09:48 PM

“

So sorry to hear of John Roberts passing. I will always remember our trip to lake Powell
and working together at the jail. May God bless you and your family at this time.
Correne Shaw - July 08 at 10:20 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss. He and my mother, Barbara (Johnson) Lister, worked
together in the School District Office for years. She couldn't say enough about what a
wonderful man he was. I hope your many happy memories will be a comfort in this
difficult time. Annette Kopachik

Annette Kopachik - July 07 at 09:19 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of John Robert Hicken.

July 07 at 09:03 PM

“

My heart is so full of emotion. The love and respect that I have for this dear man is
immeasurable. John Robert made such an impact on me and my life. He was loving
and caring with every single person he came in contact with. He was one of the few
Christ-like people I've known. Dear Hicken Family - my heart and prayers are with
you all.

Shanna McDonald - July 07 at 07:37 PM

“

Brother Hicken was a always a happy, kind generous person. I am sad to hear the
news and send my prayers to the family. The world lost a great soul who’s is a great
example of kindness and love.

Tanya Sorensen Ryan - July 07 at 06:56 PM

“

I remember Uncle John as a kind and friendly uncle. He and Aunt Alice always greet
and talk to us personally when we see them. I remember playing at their house with
my cousins when I was a child. There was always love and delicious food in their
home. Uncle John was a great example in his life. What a wonderful Man. We love
you and pray for you all. With Love Glenna Lee Hicken Day and DaVon Day

Glenna Lee Day - July 07 at 06:08 PM

“

The Montgomery family sends our love and condolences To all of your family. Irwin
and Ruby were close friends with our our parents, Walt and Jean Montgomery were
dear friends all of their lives . It only seems fitting that John Robert left us on the
Fourth of July. That was the day that many of the members of the social Adams and
Eves Club, loaded in the cattle trucks with all of the kids, and went up to Strawberry
and picnicked together. We would all move from location to location to reminisce,
play and visit. We usually did this on the 4th of July and/or on the24 Th of July. All
the Hicken siblings will remember those adventures.
I am sure there is joy in heaven at this time. Wishing your families peace and comfort
at this time.
Jane Montgomery Kinsel, and siblings, Richard, Ann,Mary, David, and Jeane.

jane montgomery kinsel - July 07 at 04:30 PM

“

Sending wishes of love and comfort to the family. He was an iconic name in Heber,
and we're sure he'll be greatly missed. Sympathy, too, sent to the family of Wayne
and Audrey Probst, whom I know even better. It's such a blessing to be born of noble
heritage, and these gifts remain with us through mortality and eternity. May you feel
the peace of the Holy Ghost at this time of loss.
With love and prayers,
Kerry & Sheila (Probst) Siggard

Sheila Siggard - July 07 at 03:28 PM

“

John Robert has always been a stalwart in the valley and the neighborhood. The
memory of his life will be a great comfort to his family.

D. (Mecham) Seely - July 07 at 11:58 AM

“

To the family of John Robert. He was a relative of mine .I was a room mate with his
sister, Audrey at Utah State Univ.So sorry to hear of his deatMay our Heavenley
Father,s blessings and comfort be with you at this difficult time. Love,Gwen Carlile
Pitts

Gwen Pitts - July 07 at 11:44 AM

“

The Valley lost a dang good man with the passing of this fine example of all things
good. It has been fun being just a few years behind him in age and watching him
make a difference where ever he served. Had a call from one of his Pakistan
missionary couple friends from 20 plus years ago sharing how much the Hicken's
were loved and respected during that mission experience.

Jim and Carolyn Ritchie - July 07 at 09:53 AM

“

We have been so heart broken since we heard about the passing of our wonderful
Uncle John. Uncle John and Aunt Alice have been such great examples to us and
helped us become the people we are today. We'll miss you dearly.
Joey, Ayrica, Audrey, Lisa and Joseph Probst

Joey Probst - July 06 at 11:22 PM

“

I worked for the School District for 40 years, so I came in contact with John Robert in
many occasions. He was great. I also taught Todd and Alyson in 5th grade.
Wonderful kids to be around. May you be given many peaceful moments. Love,
Raneva

Raneva (Miss Fish) Lemon - July 06 at 09:58 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Probst Family Funeral - July 06 at 09:08 PM

