John Francis Cowley
February 4, 1936 - August 23, 2020

John Francis Cowley of Heber City, Utah, passed away at the age of 84 on Sunday,
August 23, 2020 in his home surrounded by his family. His death was a result of an
extended battle with Parkinson’s Disease and heart disease.
John Francis Cowley was born on February 4, 1936 in Venice Utah, the fourth and last
child of Francis and Venola Ohlwiler Cowley. His family moved to Heber City in 1937.
He attended Central Elementary and Wasatch High schools in Heber City. At Wasatch
High School, he played the tuba in band and the violin for dances. He was class president
of his junior class, was involved in FFA, and was the Junior Prom Committee Chair. He
graduated from seminary in 1953 and high school in 1954.
John completed Army basic training in March of 1955 and was later called up to serve in
the Korean War. He was honorably discharged from the Army on November 26th, 1956.
John served a mission to the Western Canadian Mission from 1957 to 1959. While in
Canada, one of his favorite assignments was working in the mission home, doing
communications for the mission president.
John married Marilyn Robertson in 1960. They had two sons, John and Mark. They lived
in California for several years, where John taught school in Mar Vista.
When his father died in 1965, the family moved to Heber, Utah so he could take over the
family farm. John continued to teach school in Heber, worked at Park City Ski Resort, and
also worked for many years at the Park City Golf Course.
He and Marilyn divorced in 1971.
John married Wilma Dixon in 1975. Their daughter, Susan, was born in 1983. They were
sealed in the Salt Lake Temple on December 29, 1992.

John taught 5th and 6th grade for 30 years where he enjoyed the association with the
many students who passed through his classroom until he retired in 1995.
After retirement, he did volunteer work in the school. He served with Wilma and Susan in
the Heber City Utah Stake as a welfare worker, canning dried commodities for ward and
stake members. He also served as a ward clerk, served on the high council, and served
together with Wilma and Susan as a Primary Sunbeam teacher for many years.
John loved farming and his favorite part of it was using his John Deere tractors. He used
his John Deere for farming, but also for serving others. In the winter he cleared snow with
his tractor for his neighbors, and he pulled a sled behind his tractor to give rides to family,
friends, and the members of his Sunbeam classes.
John also invited his family to work on the farm with him, including his children,
grandchildren, and nephews, where many life lessons and skills were learned in relation to
hard work. John
knew how to work hard, but he also played hard. He loved to ride horses, ski, and golf and
passed this love on to his children.
John was predeceased by his parents, Francis and Venola Cowley, and his sister, Helen
Williams.
John is survived by his wife, Wilma Dixon Cowley; his three children, John R. Cowley
(Kathy), Mark Cowley (Tracy), and Susan Cowley; a sister, Ruth Montgomery (Melvin),
and a brother, Kendall Cowley; ten grandchildren, Jennifer Cowley Clive, Lindsay Cowley
Lee, Megan Cowley, Tyler Cowley, Mariah Cowley Christensen, Andrea Cowley Egbert,
Benjamin Cowley, Stephen Cowley, Joshua Cowley, and Taylor Cowley; and seven greatgrandchildren. He will be remembered for his willingness to work. We will miss him as a
family. We want to thank all who helped him through the last months of his life.
John’s funeral will be held on Friday, August 28 at 11:00 AM at the Heber Stake Center at
150 North 200 West. Due to Covid-19, we are asking that only family attend the funeral.
The funeral can be viewed at home using the “Zoom” link provided by the Church or Jesus
Christ of Later Day Saints, local ward. Instructions as follows. go to
HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/88194449198?
PWD=CK03MNFTBGJFNFLYQVBMC1U4TEM1DZ09
Meeting ID:881 94449198 Passcode:003365

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Probst Family Funeral - September 11 at 03:00 PM

“

He was my 6 grade teacher. He taught part day with mr Giles. I learned a lot that
year. My maiden name is Thacker.

Susan Lallatin - August 30 at 09:44 AM

“

Mr. Cowley was my favorite teacher of all time! He taught more than just the
curriculum--he taught life skills by example. He was stern when I needed direction,
but I never questioned his love and concern for me as his student. I have so many
fond memories from being in his class. Some of the things he taught, I am carrying
on in my own classroom. I admired his directness, honesty, integrity, sense of humor,
and ability to show deep compassion for everyone around him. He was my hero and
will truly be missed!
Karen Smith Bristow

Karen Bristow - August 29 at 02:36 AM

“

When I married into this huge family it was my husband's Uncle John that told me,
"It's okay, we don't bite." Then he talked to be about his farm. That was a life I
understood. I came from Grands that farmed. I grew to love his smile and humor and
his big heart full of love. When our daughter's baby kittens died, Uncle John found
out, rather quickly and invited us to bring our daughter and her kittens to his farm in
Heber to bury them. And he was there in his overalls and dug the hole. Susan and
our daughter Brezzie had a little service for those kittens. Our daughter was so sad
and her new found Uncle John held her in his big loving arms and talked to her softly
for a long time. Every time I went to Heber, I thought of that experience. What a man
of God, a servant of God. The last time I was able to talk to Uncle John was the last
time he saw his sister, Helen, here on Earth. His son John was taking him to the
truck and Uncle John looked at me and yelled, "Hey you I remember you Jenny, how
the hell are you". HE WAS BACK. That's the Uncle John I knew. Then he went back

to his farm, talking of his life there and I gladly went there mentally and emotionally
with him. He understood me, the plain simple country girl that loved chickens, cows,
gardening, fishing and river swimming. He brought me a great deal of peace. I love
you Uncle John and I'm looking forward to seeing you again. BEAR HUGS sent to
Heaven. Lighting a JOHN DEERE GREEN CANDLE for you. love Jenny H. Williams

Jenny H. Williams - August 28 at 07:11 PM

“

My Dear Uncle John, as I read the comments left by others and think of our
relationship, you have no idea what a positive influence you are on so many of us.
Your humble way and continual quest to be better than you ever felt you were, left
you never imagining how valuable you have been. I have so much of my life that
developed because of things I learned by being with you as we worked and played
together. We are all so sad to not have your cute personality and smile with us
anymore but we will always remember and forever see you in our minds.
To Wilma, Sue, John, Kathy, Mark, Tracy and all the Grandchildren and Great
Grandchildren, and my greater family, I pray for saddened hearts and your peace. I
know Uncle John is well.
-Mark Cowley Williams

Mark Cowley Williams - August 28 at 03:22 PM

“

We only knew our dad through the school, John, until you met Kathy and started
dating her. Then we met you. Then we wondered about you then you were our sonin-law, so we knew we were stuck with you for our life time at least, and we knew that
you made our precious daughter very happy. W loved you for that. Then Jennifer was
born, and we certainly loved her, then along came our little Lulu and Meggie and
finally Tyler and lo and behold there was way enough of our love to go around for all
of you.
I have appreciated the many times we were able to share your family with your dad
and Wilma and Susan and your mother. Susan now calls me Grandma Merryweather
and I answer to that for her. I hope she will always feel comfortable doing that with
us. Everyone needs a grandma and grandpa. We love you, John, and our hearts and
sympathy are with you in this time of great sorrow for you. You can absolutely "Lean
on Us".

Elva Merryweather - August 28 at 02:43 PM

“

Dear Wilma, Susan & Boys we are heartbroken to hear of John's passing. We were
so blessed to have been in the 8th ward and lucky to have got to know John and the
family. We will miss him. Prayers of peace & comfort to you all. Our Love.

Nile & Judy Meeks Mecham - August 28 at 01:54 PM

“

One of the best teachers I had the privilege to learn from. Great educator and man.

Celeste Coleman Ziegler - August 28 at 12:48 PM

“

My memories of my great uncle John would always include him wearing white work
coveralls. The coveralls were second hand, so they had a name already embroidered
on the chest- I remember it saying "Tom". So we teased him and called him Tomeven when he had different coveralls on. He was definitely a hard worker and loved
to be out on the farm. I remember that he let us try driving the tractor when we were
teenage girls. He loved his family and his far. I'm glad he touched so many lives as a
teacher too.

Amber Williams Knight - August 27 at 09:19 PM

“

I ran into John in my early 20s, he said "You might not remember me." I said yes but
missed the opportunity to add 'You taught hundreds, maybe thousands of students,
but I only had one great 6th Grade teacher!! I still use stuff you taught me everyday!'
THANKS Mr. Cowley!! Love you!!

Dee Carlile - August 27 at 01:30 PM

“

Dear Wilma and Family,
I want to express my deepest sympathies to all of you. Mr. Crowley was such a fun
teacher! He taught us music when I was in 6th grade at the North School. All the girls
wanted to stay in at recess and talk with “the handsome Mr. Crowley”! We were the
ones who were infatuated with their teacher! I can remember he wanted us to choose
a song to sing for the entire class, so my group choose the song CHERISH. As our
group was practicing the song, some lyrics came up that I didn’t quite understand. I
asked Mr. Crowley what it meant...his reply was...you’ll learn when you are older! .
He was right! LOL

The world lost a great man!
Sincerely,
Jane Rasband Landon
Jane Landon - August 26 at 10:01 PM

“

Sending special love To the Cowley family , Especially Wilma and Susan. The
Cowley andMontgomery families have been connected for many years. John’s family
home is the “kitty corner” from our Family home. I have a special place in my heart
for Susan. Wilma was a mentor to me when I started teaching Late in life! Special
comfort to all of your family.
Jane Montgomery Kinsel

Jane M.Kinsel - August 26 at 09:57 PM

“

Julie and Michael Walsh purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of John
Francis Cowley.

Julie and Michael Walsh - August 26 at 09:21 PM

“

One day I was waiting in the bus line at the old north school to go home after school.
Mr Cowley was on bus duty. I got really sick before the bus came and started
throwing up. The bus driver wouldn’t let me on the bus. Mr Cowley knew that my
parents worked out of town so I had no way to get home. He stayed with me until all
the buses were gone and took me home in his cool car. He wasn’t my teacher but he
was a great man.

valorie north parker - August 26 at 09:14 PM

“

Mr.Cowley was my 6th grade teacher at the old North School. I was disappointed
because he was known as the strict scary teacher. He became one of my favorite
teachers. I remember our class jobs, reading books out loud, current event reports,
Life lessons talking about the golf course, and the very fun parties with homemade
chocolate ice cream. He also an excellent shot with an eraser. He demanded respect

and discipline but did a lot of fun things to reward us. They don’t make many
teachers like him. Glad you are out of pain and can enjoy life again. Thanks for
everything.
jamie Holker - August 26 at 03:56 PM

“

Memories come rushing in upon hearing this. Sixth grade in the old North School,
Rusty Mair telling a dirty joke in the middle of class, broken arm and people
complaining of Tricking Dick Nixon.

Brian Jorgensen - August 26 at 11:10 AM

“

Dear Sweet Wilma and Susan ;
Our hearts are broken to read of the passing of your wonderful husband , father , and
our dear friend . You and John have always been a bright spot in our lives . We
enjoyed the association of working together as colleagues within the Wasatch School
District , and being influenced by a man who was a great teacher , and friend . John,
as well as you Wilma , have always been a positive support to us , personally as well
as professionally . John loved what he did , and exemplified the greatest of us all ;
even The Lord , as he was always serving and doing for others . We are the
recipients of his kindness , goodness and caring . Our prayers are being said in your
behalf Wilma and Susan , as well as his other children and family . We dearly love
you and wish we could come pay our proper respect . Please know of our love and
sincere sympathy .
John and Echo Neal

John and Echo Neal - August 26 at 10:10 AM

“

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of John Francis Cowley.

August 25 at 11:47 PM

“

I was just thinking of Mr. Crowley the other day. I was his student in 5th grade at JR
Smith. Although I’m much older now, he still remembered me and would have a smile
and mischievous twinkle in his eye when we crossed paths!! He will be missed by
many! May you find peace in knowing he is free from his pain and I’m sure farming
the greenest fields in heaven!

Mandy Ford Wall - August 25 at 11:25 PM

“

We will always remember the Cowley’s as wonderful friends, and Sunbeam teachers.
Parker was nervous to go to class so he sat under the table. However after going on
a few tractor rides with John he became brave and sat up in his seat. He called them
his Grandma and Grandpa from Heber. Thank you for loving my kids. They sure love
you. We are so sorry for your loss. John will be greatly missed and always
remembered. We are praying for you. Love, the Mellen Family

Sydney Mellen - August 25 at 10:50 PM

“

John and Wilma & Susan was our neighbors for years.... we got to know John really
well and just loved him, he would wonder over and have Lemonade with us some
times when he was out and seen us... Or we would go over and chat with him... And
Matt would go help him with his waterlines from time to time. We have missed them
living across from us from the day they moved. And hearing him fire up his tractor
and being out in the field....
He touched our entire family’s hearts
and we will always be grateful we crossed
paths.
Love the Carlson’s

Susan Carlson - August 25 at 06:57 PM

“

What a great man I had him in sixth grade and he still knew me to this day thanks
John for all the memories Rest In Peace
Larry simpson

Larry Simpson - August 25 at 06:40 PM

“
“

He is the best man ever hard worker and a heart of gold God bless his wonderful family
Bonnie Whitney - August 25 at 11:44 PM

John and Wilma were (are) wonderful people, They touched the lives of so many in this
valley, including all of our children. When I think of John, I see him driving by our home,
dressed in his white work clothes, and driving his John Deere tractor. It was his "John
Cowley" tractor! May the Lord bless this wonderful family. He loved every single one of his
children, and we'll miss him.
Dave and Kay Phillips - August 26 at 10:09 AM

“

When we moved here we wanted a pen pal for our 6th grade son. We thought it would
make his move easier, so we contacted JR Smith Elementary. They gave the request to
John Cowley. John said he couldn't get any of his students interested in being a pen pal.
His solution was write to our son, himself. Ian was very excited to meet John when the
move happened. I was always touched that he would take the time. He also had fun telling
me that we were 2nd cousins. We have been friends ever since. We will always miss you
John.
Shauna Deon Bennett - August 26 at 02:09 PM

“

We have known John and Wilma from way back. Great man. Sending thoughts and
prayers to you, Wilma and to your family.

Jerry and DeAnne Brisk - August 25 at 06:21 PM

“

Mr. Cowley was so important to me in my elementary school years. I thrived with him
as my teacher in 5th grade. His structure, organization, high expectations, and
positivity that I could achieve those high expectations were really transformative for
me to develop into who I am today. I've been very reflective of late and my year with
Mr. Cowley as my teacher has really stood out as a meaningful time for me. So
grateful for the outsized influence he played in my life.
With gratitude,
-Steve Carlile

Steve Carlile - August 25 at 03:56 PM

“

Mr Cowley was an amazing quiet man. I was lucky enough to play on the middle
school girls basketball team for the Pyper’s. John and Wilma would travel with us
and help run the clock and the stats for the team. He was always willing to jump in
and help or give a word of encouragement. He had a life of service. I understand life
has been challenging the past few years with his health.. Prayers for Wilma and the
family. Mr Cowley thank you for your kind example of a Christ like life.

Sharie Bowthorpe Giles - August 25 at 02:52 PM

“

Wilma and Susan,
I'm sorry to hear of the passing of my friend John. I know that he is now happy to be
free from a body that didn't allow him to do what he wanted. I also know how difficult
it is to lose a loved one.
Enjoy the memories and the fun time that you had with your father Susan. He will
watch over you.
May the Lord bless and comfort your with peace and love.
With love,
Debbie Sorensen

Debbie Sorensen - August 25 at 01:28 PM

“

I feel like you are family from teaching my children. Being in the ward family. May heavenly
father give you and your family peace and comfort at this time. Deanna Mason
Deanna Mason - August 25 at 06:21 PM

“

John was my 6th grade teacher. He was awesome! I loved that year of school!
Carol Rasband Williams

Carol Williams - August 25 at 01:17 PM

“

I had the opportunity to do some of me education practicum in his class. He loved
teaching and helping others. I’m grateful that I got to be a part of his life. Sending a
hug to you, Wilma another amazing helper in the world of education.

Monique Fausett - August 25 at 12:41 PM

