Jerold Webster Jones
July 6, 1937 - August 1, 2016

Jerold Webster Jones, 79, passed away peacefully on August 1, 2016. The first child of J.
Webster Jones and Dorothy Lambert Jones, Jerry was born on July 6, 1937 in Salt Lake
City. He attended Uintah Elementary, Roosevelt Junior High and East High School. After
graduation, he attended The University of Utah briefly before serving a mission for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints to the Northwestern States. Home from his
mission, he returned to his studies and was thrilled when his grandfather arranged a blind
date for him with a fellow student, Nancy Sanders. Nancy and Jerry were married in the
Salt Lake Temple on June 23, 1961, recently celebrating 55 years of marriage.
Jerry graduated in Mechanical Engineering in 1962 and accepted his first job at NASA’s
Ames Research Lab in Mountain View, California. Jerry valued education. While working
and raising his young family, he earned an MS degree at Stanford University in 1966. He
then returned to The University of Utah to earn a PhD in 1969 and completed his training
with a postdoctoral fellowship at The Ohio State University. Following his passion for
teaching, he accepted a position at The University of Texas at Austin in 1973, where he
became a tenured professor and taught for 30 years. At his retirement, he was
distinguished as Professor Emeritus. He also extended his enthusiasm to the public
schools where he initiated after school engineering clubs and developed a program to
help teachers implement science and engineering in their classrooms.
Jerry was devoted to his children’s educations. Science projects, English essays, algebra
or geometry—our homework was never too much for him. If he couldn’t remember it, he
would borrow the textbook and learn it again. Jerry was proud that all of his children
earned graduate degrees in various fields. He also taught us to love our Savior Jesus
Christ and is even more proud that all of his children remain faithful to the gospel he loved.
Throughout his life, he served diligently in the LDS church, as bishop, high counselor,
gospel doctrine teacher and nursery leader. Nursery leader was his favorite.
Retirement brought Jerry and Nancy back to Utah, settling near family in Midway. Not
ones to sit idle, they left on an LDS mission in 2004, serving in the New Zealand Auckland

mission. After their mission, Jerry volunteered at the MTC in Provo and for the Midway
City Planning Department. He was the project manager for the renovation of Midway’s
Town Hall, a project which received a Heritage Award from the Utah Heritage Foundation
in 2012.
Jerry loved his family. His final advice was: Pay attention to your family; provide for your
family; enjoy your family. This is something he lived. Raising children over five decades,
with a 22 year spread between the oldest and the youngest, Jerry appreciated his children
and was delighted to have them at home throughout so many years. He is survived by his
wife Nancy, his children Nathan (Sue Ann) Jones, Matthew (Marcie) Jones, Andrea (Mark)
Austin, Spencer (Andrea) Jones and Meredith (James) Hendricks, his brother Greg
(Monti) Jones and 17 grandchildren.
A viewing will be held Thursday, August 4 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Midway LDS
Stake Center, 165 N Center Street, Midway, UT. Services will be held at the same location
on Friday, August 5 at 11:00 a.m. A viewing will be held prior to the service from 10:00
a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Internment will take place at the Midway Cemetery following services.
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Comments

“

Dear Nancy,
From a tender heart, I send my love and condolences on the passing of Jerry. We
loved serving with you in New Zealand, and I will treasure my memories of serving
with you there.
Love,
Carol Nelson

Carol Nelson - August 22, 2016 at 01:46 PM

“

Dear Nancy You may not remember me since Jerry and I go way back to the U of U ME
department and Sigma Chi. However, I do want to offer my thoughts to you on Jerry's
passing and pray that you will be comforted. I know a little bit about how you feel
since my wife Jeanine (you may also remember her) died over 21 years ago in an
auto accident.
- Jerry Peterson

Jerry Peterson - August 05, 2016 at 12:48 PM

“

Dear Nancy and Family,
I was saddened to get word of Jerry's passing -- the first of "our" generation of
cousins. I enjoyed talking to him when I was back there in recent years.
Just last week I told someone of my first visit down to Silicon Valley -- before it was
called that -- in the early 60s. It was a weekend outing with Dad to visit you and Jerry
in Mountain View. I must have been nine or ten. Still lots of orchards then. Lots of
"Apple" now, but of a different kind. Guess Jerry was an early pioneer!
My thoughts are with you all as you honor a great man.
Sending love,
Pam Jones (Paul's daughter)
San Carlos, CA

Pam Jones - August 05, 2016 at 01:11 AM

“

<iframe width="560" height="315"
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/-3CYv83yKME?rel=0"; frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen></iframe>

Martha Ahern - August 04, 2016 at 06:48 PM

“

Peace to Nancy and Family - Jerry is a faithful friend and amazing example. Sending
love and good thoughts and memories from Marti 'knowing' you from the early days
back in Columbus, OH at Ohio State, to ending up in the same Ward in Austin with
y'all nearly 23 years ago. Smiles and happy memories.
Love, Marti and Ted Ahern

Martha Ahern - August 04, 2016 at 06:47 PM

“

K. Kodama & S. Ogawa Family purchased the Basket of Memories for the family of
Jerold Webster Jones.

K. Kodama & S. Ogawa Family - August 04, 2016 at 12:17 PM

“

Dear Nancy Jones & Family,
We are sad to see Jerry pass on. but our lives have been enriched for now amd for
the eternities because of the things he gave us: Love, life, and laughter.
Prayers, hugs, and love from all of us,
The K. Kodama Family and The S. Ogawa Family

Koji and Kazuko Kodama - August 04, 2016 at 11:24 AM

“

Nancy and family,
What a great husband, father and friend Jerry is. I know you will miss him much, for
he was such a presence, such an example. He always was about doing something,
he liked to work, he was tenacious and dedicated. I will always appreciate the time I
had with him. He helped Midway City in so many ways, on the Planning Commission
and as an assistant planner. I don't think we could have gotten through the
rehabilitation of the Town Hall if he had not dogged that process. He was invaluable
to us.
Just think, he can run and jump and hike and do all the things he loved to do before
age crept up on him. I can see that big smile on his face now. I know you will miss
him, but only for a short while. Families can be together forever.
I pray the Lord will comfort and bless you during this time and help you recall all your
precious memories.
Connie Tatton

Connie Tatton - August 04, 2016 at 07:16 AM

“

Dear Nancy and Family,
Jerry lives in our hearts, minds, and souls. He touched us with compassion,
mentorship, passion, and an unending devotion to others before himself. It was a joy
to share this brief experience in the world with Jerry. His blessings are everlasting.
God Bless you all!!
-Kris Wood, UT Austin, 1989-2011

Kristin Wood - August 04, 2016 at 05:41 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Jerold Webster Jones.

August 04, 2016 at 12:12 AM

“

Dear Nancy and Family,
May the Lord bless you with peace and comfort as you release dear Jerry to Heaven.
He lived his life with such courage and kindness. You are both dear to us and we will
miss him--his smiles and cheerful greeting. You are in our prayers at his time of loss.
With love, Gordon & Victoria Romney

Victoria - August 03, 2016 at 09:02 PM

“

The Greg Jones Family purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of
Jerold Webster Jones.

The Greg Jones Family - August 03, 2016 at 07:57 PM

“

3 files added to the album New Album Name

Greg Jones - August 03, 2016 at 07:01 PM

“

We are sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. We hope have such fond memories of our
time with you in New Zealand. We hope that all your family feels peace knowing that
Jerry is working for the Lord in his Kingdom. Elder and Sister Darrell and Margaret
Loosle (920 W Washington Dr., Meridian, Idaho. 83642 (looslems@live.com)

Margaret Loosle - August 03, 2016 at 05:50 PM

“

Nancy and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I enjoyed you guys when you were
here in Austin very much. I pray that knowing you will be together forever will bring
you peace that passes all understanding. Love, Roxanne Dammann

Roxanne Dammann - August 03, 2016 at 04:08 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Jerold Webster Jones.

August 03, 2016 at 02:49 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Jerold Webster Jones.

August 03, 2016 at 02:45 PM

“

What a wonderful man he is! I'm so grateful to know him and have him in our
daughter's family. I've learned more from his obituary that is so impressive. What a
loving and kind and educated and generous man! Nancy you are in our prayers, we
are so glad to have you and your experience and spirit. Thanks for sharing all your
talents with the world.

Tammy Clemens - August 03, 2016 at 02:41 PM

“

Can't help but smile when thinking of so many good memories with all of you Jones
in Austin. I just lost my mom 3 weeks ago. We know they are already busy doing the
Lord's work on the other side. What a blessing to know that families are forever.
Sending love and hugs, Scott & Rebecca Toborg

Scott & Rebecca Toborg - August 03, 2016 at 12:06 PM

“

Our heart felt condolences. Jerry was one of the first friends we acquired when we
came to Texas for U.T.'s Phd program in 1984. So many great memories over the
years. A life well lived. Our love to Nancy and family...

Brent Harward - August 03, 2016 at 11:06 AM

