Jeff Duane Payne
December 17, 1959 - February 6, 2018

Jeffrey Duane Payne crested his mountain, took one last sigh, and stepped into the
sunset towards his final adventure on February 6, 2018, after a courageous battle with
IPF. His trek through life was filled with all the same qualities as the stories he infamously
told: adventure, fantasy, defeat, redemption, and so much love. His legacy will pulse with
every eagle’s soar, every hidden gem, and every long goodbye.
Jeff was born on December 17, 1959 to DeAnn Goode and Sherman Duane Payne. As
the oldest of nine, Jeff dedicated his life to crafting and creating images of heroes and
bravery, constantly helping those around him defeat their own dragons. Jeff saw the worth
of every story, whether family, neighbor, or stranger. His genuine interest and belief in
those around him made Jeff a friend to all.
His life was rich with adventure, stemming from Viewmont High School to the California
San Jose LDS Mission to his hometown of Heber Valley. Self-taught, Jeff jumped at each
new challenge, working in a dairy, flower nursery, barium plant, bakery, tire then cable
repair companies, educational fields, welding, then computer repairs and system
administration. This variety fueled his other passions: rock hounding, mountain man
rendezvous, scuba diving, ham radio, jewelry crafting, and all things outdoors. He believed
he (and we) could be absolutely anything we choose to be, especially if it left time for
fishing in the mountains and a BYU football game on the weekend.
Jeff’s biggest adventure and largest legacy was the family he created with the love of his
life, Lori Lynne Orchard, on August 6, 1981, in the Salt Lake Temple. He lived and
breathed family and spent his last breath in the arms of his dedicated wife.
Jeff is survived by an immense family who love and miss him deeply, including his wife, six
brothers, two sisters, and children: Jeremiah (Kasie) Payne, Benjamin (Sara) Payne,
Marnie (Javier) Rodriguez, Joshua (Jessica) Payne, Aaron (Rebecca) Payne, Jacob
Payne, and 14 grandchildren.

He knew and shared his belief of the eternal nature of families, love of our Heavenly
Father, and redeeming power of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Jeff has now returned to the
arms of his loving parents.
To the Heber Valley Dialysis Technicians: thank you for your time, your love, and your
listening ear.
To the Pulmonary Team at the University of Utah: thank you for giving us 11 more years
with our dad. You are miracle workers.
To Dad: we promise to keep hiking. We promise to keep fighting. And we cannot wait until
we crest our own mountains and see you waiting for us on the other side. We love you.
There will be viewings at 5:30—7:30 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 11, and at 9:30—10:30 a.m. on
Monday, Feb. 12, followed by a funeral at 11:00 a.m. at the Midway LDS Stake Center,165
N. Center Street. lnterment at the Charleston Cemetery.
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Comments

“

Dear Lori, I am so sorry for your loss! I had no idea you Were going through so much
when we were missing you at our gathering! Please know I'm praying for you and
your family and hope to see you soon.

Kayleen Prows McQueen - February 13, 2018 at 11:45 AM

“

Lori, we are so sorry for your loss. We love you and love your boys! Our thoughts
and prayers are with you all.

Dan and Christine Edwards - February 12, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

Dear Lori,
What a difficult journey you and Jeff have been on together! May our Savior's love
comfort you and your family at this time. Your example of dedicated service to your
husband has been an inspiration to all who know you.You will both be rewarded for
your exceptional patience.
Treasure your special memories.
With love,
Linda and Richard Turner

Linda Turner - February 11, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

Lori, you are in my thoughts and prayers. Jeff was always so good and kind to me.
Always asking how I was doing, even when he was not feeling so good. We were
sad when you and your family left Charleston, but glad you didn't go too far.
Love you Lori,
Love Susie Larson

Susie Larson - February 10, 2018 at 04:02 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Jeff Duane Payne.

February 10, 2018 at 11:32 AM

“

OH sweet Lori- our hearts go out to you . Jeff was a good person. And you have
been his angel wife. We are out of town or we would be there to put our arms around
you . Gods Blessings... Sending our love.
John and Echo Neal

echo neal - February 09, 2018 at 10:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Jeff Duane Payne.

February 09, 2018 at 03:07 PM

“

From: Builders FirstSource purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Jeff Duane Payne.

From: Builders FirstSource - February 09, 2018 at 12:18 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Jeff Duane Payne.

February 09, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

I loved watching the eclipse with you in Idaho. Enjoying everyone's amazement. I
loved going to summer concerts with you even when the music wasn't that great, still
swaying along with every song. I loved showing you the amazing things my children
can do, one of my proudest moments was introducing you to my babies. I LOVED
telling dirty jokes when no one was listening, and when you would wink to quietly
acknowledge that we were thinking the same thing. I loved hearing how you make
your own jewelery and went on scouting adventures with your boys. I loved thinking
rock hunting was boring and being suprised after taking your advice and going with
our children to the place that you said and looking for hours, bringing back buckets of
rocks home. I love how you told Ben that even though I had a lot of baggage, I would
make a good wife and mother one day... And he listened. I loved how you could talk
for hours about nothing important and yet in one moment being able to talk about the
most important things. I love how you loved my husband, taught him to work smart
and take responsibility. And I loved how you always knew how to make me feel like I
was important, and loved and that flaws are ok. I love so much about you. Caleb said
"a broken heart is a loved heart" you have played such an important role in my life
and my children and my amazing husband lives. Thank you. You will always be a
part of us.

Sara Payne - February 08, 2018 at 10:57 PM

“

Whenever I had a hard day or felt upset, Dad was always there. From the time when
I was just 4 and decided it would be good to run away from home but I never made it
far because I couldn't cross the road, and Dad showed up and took me for a walk. To
the time as a teenager when I felt like the world was crying down and Dad told me to
jump in the car and go for a ride.
He always listened, always cared. He was a great example of unconditional love and
kindness and I will forever strive to listen and care the way he did.

Ben Payne - February 08, 2018 at 10:46 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Jeff Duane Payne.

February 08, 2018 at 09:59 PM

“

We miss you, grandpa. Maisie wants to tell you more stories. I told her to tell them;
I'm sure you'll hear. Love you.

Kasie - February 08, 2018 at 06:42 PM

“

Our hearts go out to you and your family. May God bless you and your family during this
time of loss.
Henry & Dorothy Keichler - February 08, 2018 at 07:06 PM

“
“
“

What a beautiful picture. Our hearts and prayers are with you.
Paul and Mary Brown - February 08, 2018 at 08:36 PM

Truly a beautiful picture. Families are forever. Thoughts and prayers for all of you.
randy and carrie smith - February 08, 2018 at 11:07 PM

Remarkable tribute and thoughts about a courageous man with an exceptionally strong and
tight family. Thank you for your examples. We love you and know you are all in our
thoughts and prayers at this tender time.
Tate McCotter - February 08, 2018 at 11:56 PM

