Gerald Willard Day
May 3, 1925 - September 8, 2017

Gerald Willard Day, our husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather, brother, and friend
passed away Friday, September 8, 2017 unexpectedly at the age of 92 at his home in St
George.
Born on May 3, 1925 to Willard Albert and Arvilla Myler Day in Spanish Fork, Gerald
moved to the Uintah Basin as an infant. After graduating from Roosevelt High School, he
served in the Navy during World War II, mainly in the Philippines.
On a ten-day leave, he married his high school sweetheart, Lela Young on March 14, 1946
in the Salt Lake Temple. He graduated with honors from the University of Utah. They
raised six children in Salt Lake, Bountiful, and Heber City. After Gerald cared for her for
several years, Lela passed away in 2008.
Gerald loved people and spent his life serving his customers and employees in the
grocery industry for Safeway and Albertsons. In 1972, he purchased the Heber City
Exchange and opened the first Day’s Market. His company provided jobs for generations
of family members and friends, contributing immeasurably to the community.
He served in many civic capacities including on the board of directors and as Chairman of
the Board the Utah Food Industries Association and on the board and as Chairman of the
Board of Associated Food Stores.
He married Gloria Brown on September 27, 2008. Their union brought joy and love into
both the Day and Brown family.
As a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, he served in
countless church callings, most recently as a full-time missionary with his wife Gloria in St.
George.
Gerald is survived by his wife, Gloria; his children Elaine (Kirk) Hunsaker, Heber, Byron

(Lesa) Day, Midway, Alan (Kathy) Day, Heber, Steven (Paula) Day, Provo, Carl (RaDawna)
Day, Mona, and Charlene (Ken) Beckstrand, Heber; sister Norma Beesley, St. George, 26
grandchildren, 56 great-grandchildren, and 5 great-great-grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his parents, sisters Phyllis Day and Fern Gibson, and his wife Lela.
Funeral Services will be held Wednesday, Sept 13 at 11:00 a.m. at the Heber North Stake
Center, 521 East 500 North, Heber City. Viewings will be Tuesday, Sept 12, 6-8 pm and
Wednesday 9:30-10:30 a.m. at the church. Internment will be in the Heber City Cemetery.
Arrangements by Heber Valley Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers please consider
contributions to the Humanitarian Aid Fund at LDS Philanthropies. Condolences may be
shared online at www.ProbstFamilyFunerals.com
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Comments

“

I shopped at Days all the time and every time Gerald was there he always said Hi to
me with a smile. Very compassionate man. I am so very sorry for your loss.

Christine Huggard - September 16, 2017 at 03:08 PM

“

To ALL of The Day Family: In my 50 years as a pharmacist I have never known a
more compassionate employer or a better friend. And when I tell my work associates
"to have a good Day" I will be mourning a great man and celebrating the life of a
good friend! Have a Great DAY!!!, Rick Parker

Rick Parker - September 14, 2017 at 12:25 PM

“

“

Thank you Rick, you are great man. I miss seeing you.
Carl - September 14, 2017 at 10:16 PM

Thank you, you are special part of our family....

Carl - September 14, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Thanks Mike, you were such an important part of our lives. It was good to see you
again.

Carl - September 14, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you so much. Two great men have passed in less than a week.

Carl - September 14, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Elaine, Byron, Alan, Steve, Carl and Char,I remember going to Albertsons as a
child on field trips and thinking how handsome Mr. Day was. He was always so kind.
As I got older and got to know him better, he was always so good to me and he is
such a great man. You are all so blessed to have had him for all of these years and I
hope at this time you can all find peace and comfort! I love your family!

Carolyn Bright Luckau - September 14, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you Carolyn.

Carl - September 14, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Day family for the loss of your father.
Cherie used to be a checker at Day's and we always enjoyed their friendship and
parties. We enjoyed shopping there while you had the stores. He will be missed.

Gordon & Cherie Mitchell - September 13, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gerald Willard Day.

September 12, 2017 at 01:12 PM

“

My name is Kyle Brown. I am a nephew of Gloria Day. I have had the privelage to
know Gerald for the past 9 years. He has always been so nice and friendly to me and
my family. I was very impressed at how he treated everyone he met. He was fairly
quiet but was always excited to talk about his family - both the Days and the Browns.
He had a great memory and was a joy to talk to. He was a great example of enduring
to the end. May the Lord bless all of you as you grieve the loss of this great man. We
will all miss Gerald. Love, Kyle & Laurie Brown & Family

Kyle Brown - September 12, 2017 at 12:03 PM

“

“

Thank you Kyle
Carl Day - September 14, 2017 at 12:49 AM

May we express our sympathy in the passing of a great man, a soft-spoken
gentleman, and a friendly, kind person. We have always shopped Day's Market and
looked forward to being welcomed into the store by Gerald and his sons. He was
such an honest, generous, businessman and would always make a point of asking
how we were doing. We have now moved out of the valley but have many fond
memories of the Day family. May you find peace as the days and weeks go by. May
our Father in Heaven bless you with faith, understanding, laughter and sunshine, and
most of all Love.
Roy and Martha Remund

Martha Remund - September 12, 2017 at 01:45 AM

“

“

Thank you Martha...
Carl Day - September 14, 2017 at 12:50 AM

Bryan, and the whole Day family, I am sorry for your loss. My God bless you all.

Jeff and Tina Lewis - September 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Day and Brown Family, Gearld will always hold a very special place in our
memories. I very much enjoyed the time I spent at Day's Markets. The D. Brothers
became like the brothers I never had. I also enjoyedKirk and Elaine's friendship and
all the good times we shared. Gerald left a great legacy. Please know that Nyda and I
share in your loss. May the Lord bless the Day and Brown Families. We love you.

Francis and Nyda Harrison - September 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I have known Gerald for almost 60 years. I worked for him at Albertson's in Bountiful
Five Points Shopping Center before I left on my West Spanish American Mission.
When I returned from my mission 2 1/2 years later, I once again went to work for
Gerald while I was going to the University of Utah. My favorite memory of Gerald was
how he liked to "schmooze" his customers. As they came into his store, he would
greet them by name, and engage them in meaningful conversation, and make sure
that they knew where everything was. His instruction to us was , "If a customer is
looking for something, don't just tell them the aisle number, or just point, but take
them there." He was a great man. I loved him and his family. I'm sure at this time that
he is having a joyous reunion in Heaven. God bless you members of the family!

Mike Sullivan - September 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

