Gary Austin Kimball
April 30, 1937 - June 5, 2018

Gary Austin Kimball, age 81, passed away at home on June 5, 2018. Gary, a fourth
generation Park City native, was born at home on April 30, 1937 to Maud Smith and
Gilbert John Kimball. He was raised with his sister Helen Adams, deceased, and his
brothers Gilbert Kimball, deceased and Paul Kimball. Gary is survived by his wife of 52
years, Jane Ann Jennings Kimball; son, James Patrick; and daughter, Janice Jennings.
Gary lived all his life in Park City except for time served in the Navy and time spent at
college.
Gary’s formative years started at the height of the depression into the Second World War
and Korean War. Park City was a very different place than it is today. Gary attended the
Marsac School before it became City Hall, and he attended Park City High School before
it became the library. He graduated from high school in 1955 with classmates whom he
admired and loved.
Gary was a character who enjoyed good conversation and a beverage. He held many
different jobs in Park City including lift operator, insurance salesman, and Grubstake
Grocery store co-owner. Gary also worked for Chevron Pipeline for 23 years.
Gary loved Park City and history. He merged these passions; writing about Park City’s
colorful past often focusing on those minorities who worked in the mines, stores and
saloons. Gary published accounts in the Lodestar Magazine and the Park Record. He also
was the author of several books including: Death and Dying in Old Park City-2005, Of
Moths and Miners-2006, Saloons of Old Park City-2010, and Life Under China Bridge
-2013. Gary belonged to many social justice organizations and always took an interest in
community issues. He served on the Park City’s Historical Preservation Board. In August
2009, Park City proclaimed him as the town’s historian or as the Mayor said “Ye Official
Old Guy”.
Funeral services will be held on Friday, June 15, 2018 at 11:00 am at the Old St. Mary’s
Church located at 121 Park Ave, Park City. Family and friends are invited for lunch

following the service. Interment will be at 2:00 pm at the Park City Cemetery. The family
would like to thank Dr. Joseph Ferriter of Round Valley Clinic, George Hare and Kathy
Wilde of Applegate for their kindness and support.
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Comments

“

We were shocked and saddened to hear of Gary's passing. I was immediately
carried back to when we put together the Boy Scout Troop for Jim, and John, and
Casey. Gary shared wonderful stories of his time in the Park City troop. And gave his
Scout hat to the kids, too! Today, that troop is flourishing, and it's the same troop
number as Gary's when he was a kid. What we touch lives on. Gary touched so
many! Our love and condolences to you all.
Michael & Marlene O'Hara

Michael O'Hara - June 15, 2018 at 03:36 PM

“

Dear Jane, Janice,and Jimmy, so sorry to hear about Gary's passing. But, so happy
Jimmy and Casey were friends so it gave me the opportunity to know all of the lovely
Kimball family. Hugs and best wishes to your family.
Susan O'Hara Andrews

Susan O'Hara Andrews - June 15, 2018 at 01:15 PM

“

I remember making everyone Hot Buttered Rums when I was there at age 13 and
going on the Ski Lift. You were very kind to me. My thoughts are with the Kimball
Family.
Love,
Suellen Carey-Byers

Suellen Byers - June 15, 2018 at 01:37 AM

“

Janice, I would like to send my sincerest condolences to you and your family for the
loss of you father. You are a wonderful daughter and how bless he was to have you
care for him.
May God comfort you and your family at this most difficult time.

Love,
Stephanie Bourdeaux
Stephanie Bourdeaux - June 13, 2018 at 04:05 PM

“

Lynnette and Chuck purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of Gary Austin
Kimball.

Lynnette and Chuck - June 11, 2018 at 09:08 PM

“

Gray was always so nice and friendly Gray was also funny and a great family friend
.He will be missed by all that knew him a very smart man the whole family is very
special to my family God speed to your healing . Love Gib Martinez

gib martinez - June 11, 2018 at 04:50 PM

“

Unfortunately, I didn't know Gary or any of the other members of the Kimball family,
with the exception of Janice. But I can tell you, Gary and his wife, Jane, reared a
wonderful human being in Janice. Janice is a very caring and compassionate
individual who has spent her life trying to improve the lives of other less fortunate
people. She has risen to the position of Executive Director of the Housing Authority
of the County of Salt Lake. As the Executive Director, Janice is responsible for the
management, development and operation of multiple residential properties in Salt
Lake County. The agency provides housing for homeless individuals, veterans,
refugees, and low income families who would have no place to call home if it were
not for the organization she manages. Our children are the true testament of the
legacy we leave behind. Congratulations Gary and Jane on a job well done! My
sincerest condolences to Janice and her family for their loss...

Bob Tuttle - June 11, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

Dear Jane, Janice, and Jimmy,
Your beautiful obituary brought vivid memories of the Old Park City that we so love.
Gary was a vivid part of that history not only in name, his books, but in all his
accomplishments and his service. What a full life her led! He will be missed.

Our sympathy goes to all of you. I wish we could be in Park City for the service but
need to be in St. George.
Hope to see you this summer,
Love,
Kay and Don Simon
kathleen simon - June 10, 2018 at 04:42 PM

“

Dear Jane and family,
We have very fond memories of Gary and all of you, especially when we lived in Park
City close to you. We think of you whenever we come around your curve. Gary was
so knowledgeable about Park City. He knew the people and the events. We will miss
Gary.
We are so sorry that we can't be to Gary's funeral. We have a grandson graduating
from high school. We send our sympathy and love to you all.
Mark and Lynda Simmons

Mark and Lynda Simmons - June 10, 2018 at 03:24 PM

“

Sincere condolences to Gary's family. He was one of a kind. His love for Old Park
City shined through in his service to the community and in the books and articles he
wrote. We were good friends in school, and over the years, Gary and I corresponded
a bit on email and by phone. I always complimented him for his writing, and he would
encourage me to write down a few things before it was too late. I'm still working on
this. Rest in peace, Gary. A great many people will never forget you.

Mike Wright - June 10, 2018 at 08:39 AM

“

He was a Utah Westerner, I went with him on one of the many field trips. He was a
great friend and historian. He always had a good story about Park city, he will be
missed.

John Rapp - June 10, 2018 at 08:39 AM

“

What a great loss of a very wonderful man. I send my condolences to Jane and
family. Sending love and prayers for the family. May he RIP.

LuJean Hixson Nuneviller - June 10, 2018 at 02:28 AM

“

Gary was so good to us, as we visited him at the grubstake grocery. Standing there
trying to decide on a treat, he would tease and talk, and we became friends. May
God bless your family with a comfort and peace at this time. R.I. P. My friend

Rosalie lemon north - June 09, 2018 at 07:49 PM

“

I always looked forward to seeing Gary, and for some reason he always seemed glad
to see me, too. He was either good at faking it, or liked having another sly trickster
around (if I may flatter myself by the comparison), or maybe he was just that kind of
person--generous of heart, accepting, ready to put people at ease. My stops in Park
City won't be the same & I don't know where I'll get my rhubarb supply from now, but
I'm so grateful I had as many fun times with him as I did.
--Mel

Mel - June 09, 2018 at 02:16 PM

“

Uncle Gary was one of a kind, he will be missed, always liked hearing his stories of
Park City of old. Condolences to Jane, Janice and Jim.
Paul and Kathy Adams

Paul Adams - June 09, 2018 at 10:21 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, RIP Gary. God bless you Jane & Family. Carol Mawhinney

Carol Mawhinney - June 08, 2018 at 07:27 PM

“

I attended school with Gary in Park City through 7th grade and always saw him as
one of my closest friends. Sad to see these old "original" Park City folk leaving. I still
consider myself a "Park City kid" mostly because of my wonderful friends like Gary.
Sincerest condolences to his family. Larry (Lawrence) Finnegan.

Larry Finnegan - June 08, 2018 at 10:48 AM

