Gary Clifford Edwards
September 28, 1938 - June 8, 2020

Gary Edwards – age 81 – Passed away on June 8th, 2020 in Heber City, Utah. He was born
September 28th, 1938 in Heber City, Utah to Clifford Edwards and Alta Latta Edwards. Gary
graduated from Brigham Young University and received his masters degree in education from
Westminster. He proudly completed a lengthy career as a gifted math teacher at Granite High
School in Salt Lake City. He also taught at Wasatch High School in Heber City.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brother Richard Edwards. He is survived by his
brothers and sisters Roger Edwards, Louise Fullilove (Doug), Evelyn Pingree, Claron
Edwards, and Marlo Edwards.
A viewing will be held on Saturday, June 13th from 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM at the Heber Valley
Funeral Home (288 N. Main Street, Heber City). A graveside will follow at 11:30 AM at the
Charleston Cemetery. Friends and family may visit the online guestbook and share a memory
of Gary at www.probstfamilyfunerals.com.
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Comments

“

Such a gifted teacher. He inspired me and prepared me to earn a Mathematics degree.
Total enthusiasm for not only math, but helping his students grow and develop. With love
to his family and gratitude for his service. Till we meet again.

Darrion Bowers - June 14 at 10:52 AM

“

I loved seeing his perfect chalkboard circles, The cheerleaders doing Math Cheers, and
hearing his great sayings - “Don’t get mouthy, get Mathy!” I use that one on my children
all the time. I loved him as a teacher! He truly led a great life and performed a great
good.

Ben Seaman - June 14 at 08:54 AM

“

I learned the love of geometry in ninth grade under the tutelage of Mr. Edwards. I
attended Central Junior High. I then took trig from Mr. Edwards the following year, which
was his first year teaching at Granite High.
He was a concerned and caring teacher, and I appreciate all the good memories I have
of him at the blackboard.
May his memory be eternal.
Jeannine Pappas Timothy
1974 graduate

Jeannine P Timothy - June 13 at 12:14 PM

“

It was my honor to have him call me friend. I share my thoughts in-depth on my facebook
post below.
https://www.facebook.com/similawyer/posts/10157124598771860?
comment_id=10157127463406860&notif_id=1592026664980469&notif_t=feed_comment
He was a treasure.

Stephanie White - June 13 at 02:09 AM

“

My condolences go to the family of Mr. Edwards. He was an awesome teacher. I had him
for calculus and he made it easier than what most could make it. Many in my family were
taught by him at Granite and they all had very kind words to say about him in texts that
were going back and forth moments ago, as well as saying that he had very good
teaching skills and was one of the best. I remember on snow days he made it to school
before any of us and he was driving from Heber Valley either through Parley's or Provo

Canyon. A skilled and dedicated teaching master. Thank you, RIP.
Lynn Salisbury
Lynn Salisbury - June 12 at 07:30 PM

“

Thanks to my younger brother Lynn for writing this. Mr Edwards was a powerful teacher. He was
key in my journey as an engineer and eventually earning a PhD. Thanks Mr Edwards!
Don Salisbury - June 13 at 11:36 AM

“

Gary was a colleague of mine for 26 years at Granite High School. He was a stellar teacher and
a very kind friend.
Often he would stand in the open doorway of my classroom
at the end of the day, and we would chat, a pleasant way to
conclude the time with our students. The faculty and the
young men and women we taught had great respect for
Gary or Mr. Edwards, as he was known at the school.
Carol D. Anderson - June 13 at 05:12 PM

“

I had Mr Edwards for AP Calculus in 1996 at GHS. He is such an inspiring individual and
a gifted teacher. So grateful to have shared space and time with him. I always enjoyed
his class and looked forward to it each day.
— Sheldon Teerlink

Sheldon Teerlink - June 12 at 11:29 AM

“

Mr. Edwards was without a doubt the best math teacher I have ever known. He could
explain calculus in such a way as to make it easy to understand. If any of you have a
copy of his one-page summary of calculus I would love to get a copy! (I loaned mine to
my son and never got it back.)
He could draw a perfect circle freehand. He would stand perpendicular to the chalkboard,
and swivel his arm just like a compass. (I think he was double jointed in that arm.) There
is a special place in heaven for great teachers like him! I am certain that he was
welcomed home with “Well done thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter though into the joy of the
lord” (Matthew 25:21).
Tony Bentley (class of 1981)
aebent@q.com

Tony Bentley - June 12 at 10:50 AM

“

Mr. Edwards was my calculus teacher at GHS. In addition, I spent a year as his teacher's
assistant and part of a summer helping him on a project. He was an outstanding teacher,
and I can still do some of my "math aerobics." He was a very kind man and I am so very
sorry to hear of his passing. He impacted my life, and how I have taught my children.
My condolances for your loss,
Linn Wolferts

Linn - June 11 at 10:31 PM

“

Granite High School Class of 1993 purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family
of Gary Clifford Edwards.

Granite High School Class of 1993 - June 11 at 03:09 PM

“

Mr. Edwards was a gentle giant- deep voice and as sweet and funny as ever!! I had the
pleasure of taking math from him - I still recall his mantra “you have to think, you have to
see, you have to do!” And his love of big rock candy mountain
RIP Mr. Edwardsyou really made high school so memorable

https://youtu.be/JqowmHgxVJQ
Tiffany Fletcher (knutson)
Class of 1997
Go farmers
tiffany - June 11 at 02:45 PM

“

Mr. Edwards was an amazing math teacher and a kind person! The concepts he taught
me in AP Calculus laid the foundation for my career in science. He made an impact each
day he was in the classroom with his students. Prayers to the Edwards family.

Jennifer McNair - June 11 at 01:14 PM

“

Mr. Edwards was an amazing math teacher. I've thought of him often. He taught me in
1998 during my senior year at Granite High. I still remember the little songs and rhymes
he'd teach us to help remember concepts. He was so kind and, even if I got the answer
wrong, always appreciated the effort. He will be missed. I'm so sorry for your loss. He
was a great man.

Alesha Hufstetler - June 11 at 01:05 PM

“

Mr. Edwards's math helped shape my life. I am honored to be a calculus teacher now as
well. I certainly wouldn't have been without him. It was a blessing to be one of his
students.

Spencer Petersen - June 11 at 12:25 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Gary Clifford Edwards.

June 11 at 12:04 PM

“

Mr Edwards taught my math class at Central Jr.High when I was in 9th grade. The
student that mentioned he could draw a circle tipped me off. When did he go over to
Granite High. I Graduated in 1969. He was a wonderful man. Heaven will have him
drawing circles. God bless the Edwards family.

Wade Jardine - June 11 at 10:46 AM

“

Mr. Edwards was part of the fabric that made up all of the teachers who cared about their
students, at Granite High. His ability to draw circles was amazing. He had a kind smile for
his students and a great enthusiasm for the math he taught his students. He will be
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time

Kaylynn Olsen - June 11 at 04:38 AM

“

I always struggled with math throughout my school years. Mr. Edward's taught in such a
way, things started to click in my brain that hadn't before. He was an excellent teacher
and man. He will be greatly missed!

Kathryn (Moir) Murray - June 11 at 02:32 AM

“

He was such an amazing teacher! Made me love and understand math!

Michelle Dopita - June 11 at 02:01 AM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Gary Clifford Edwards.

June 11 at 12:45 AM

“

4 files added to the album Mr. Edwards

Stephanie White - June 11 at 12:24 AM

“

The best teacher EVER! I still remember him as if it were yesterday. Rest in Peace.

Margo Bonnette - June 10 at 11:49 PM

“

I am a teacher in large measure because of Gary Edwards. He could make me SEE
math. He was talented and he cared. I want to be a teacher like Gary Edwards was. I
often find myself telling my students about Mr. Edwards and they know that I admired
and seek to emulate him.

Matthew Gundersen - June 10 at 11:23 PM

“

Mr. Edwards was the best math teacher ever! His enthusiasm was contagious and made
leaning calculus tolerable. I'm still in awe of how well he could draw a circle. I tell my
students about him every year. Thanks for helping us all get mathy, Mr. Edwards!

Marilyn Luker Smith - June 10 at 11:01 PM

“

He was a gifted math teacher! I couldn't have learned calculus or passed it without him.
We all liked him a lot at Granite! We are sorry for your loss.
Marilee Johnson, Class of 1988.

Marilee G Johnson - June 10 at 08:44 PM

“

Such a nice man. I spent time with him helping him with his television reception He was
always so kind to me. I pray the good memories comfort y’all during this difficult time

Balorie Cummings - June 10 at 06:59 PM

