Eugene H. Owens
May 27, 1923 - December 1, 2018

Eugene H. Owens
1923-2018
Eugene Owens was a son of Andy Ray and Lilly Josephine Hortt Owens. He married
Shirley Rothwell on 2 November 1946 in Arco, Butte, Idaho, marriage later solemnized in
the Manti Temple.
He served in the U.S. Navy Seabees in World War II for 3 and a half years as a
Machinist’s Mate, Second Class. Upon his honorable discharge from the Navy he farmed
and raised his family in Sutherland, Utah. He was also a builder and later, as a
Construction Superintendent, and built schools, churches and other buildings throughout
the Western United States. He and Shirley moved to Midway, Utah in 1975 where Eugene
served as chairman of Swiss-Days for many years, on the City Council and as Mayor for
two terms.
He is survived by his wife of 72 years, Shirley R. Owens; children, Judy Kaye (Arthur)
Smith of Wellsville, UT; Robert Eugene (Sharon) Owens of Grantsville, UT; Gary Ray
(Kathlene) Owens of West Valley, UT; and Allan John (Jeanie) Owens of Mesa, AZ; 25
grandchildren; 87 great-grandchildren; and sister Shirley Skeem of Delta. He is preceded
in death by his parents; 5 sisters, 4 brothers and 2 grandchildren.
Services will be held Saturday, December 8th at 12:00 PM (noon), at the Memorial Hill
Ward Building (250 East 200 South, Midway). A viewing will also take place from 10:0011:30 AM prior to the services. Condolences can be shared at probstfamilyfunerals.com
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Comments

“

Dear Shirley, Judy, Bob, Gary and especially John (my very best friend),
I was so sorry to learn of Gene's passing It's always an adjustment when a parent or
loved one passes. Dad's been gone for 45 years, Mom 11 years, and Howard 4
months, and there still isn't a day that goes by that I don't think of them and miss their
presence.
You need to know that I loved your Dad and Mom, as a second set of parents. They
were so good and kind to me. I still remember Gene's talks at my dad's funeral and
at my missionary farewell. And I'll never forget the time on the drain bank in about
1974-5 that your dad came to Howard's and my rescue and told some of
Sutherland's "finest" what he thought of their integrity. Howard and I loved your dad
even more for that one! Even though they went ahead and dug yet another drain on
the Owens and Bassett properties that they had beforehand agreed not to do
(gentlemen's agreement handshake with Gene and Dad, which apparently amounted
to nothing), we felt vindicated because of your Dad's strong rebuke of the scoundrels
and his support for the underdog!
I will not be able to attend the service and I truly regret it. I would love to see you all
and give you a big hug. Our son Jonathan and his family treats us to a Christmas trip
each year and tonight we are leaving for a Tuachan presentation in SG tomorrow
afternoon.
Again, please know of my sincere sympathy. Give your mom my best. Love to you
all.
Scott Bassett, the younger of the neighbor boys through the field

Scott P Bassett - December 07, 2018 at 01:10 PM

“

Heartfelt Memories was purchased for the family of Eugene H. Owens.

December 06, 2018 at 03:30 PM

“

Dear Owen's Family,
Several years ago I worked with your husband and father on the Heber Valley
Special Service District Board. In the decisions he made he was sometimes
unpopular, but they always in the end were right. He always considered how it would
affect everyone involved and then voted for the right thing for everyone involved,
even though it was sometimes not the most popular. I considered it a privilege to
serve with him. I know the last few years have been hard for him and the family. May
the lord bless you all.

A Friend - Francis D. Harrison, Sr.
Francis D. Harrison - December 04, 2018 at 10:36 AM

“

What a great man!! Roy and I would like to express our love to Shirley and the family.
We were blessed to have a wonderful friendship with Gene and Shirley as soon as
they moved to Midway. Gene and Roy served in the Bishopric together and worked
side by side in many service projects. Gene was the first to volunteer to help with
anything (even when he didn't feel good. We sincerely pray for your peace and
comfort as the weeks and months go by.

Martha Remund - December 04, 2018 at 07:47 AM

