Dr. Thomas Edward Cooper
May 31, 1943 - March 26, 2020

Dr. Thomas Edward Cooper was born to Carmen and James Cooper in Lindsay, California
on May 31, 1943. He passed away peacefully on March 26, 2020 in Park City, Utah.
Tom married his “Swiss Miss,” Helen Schildknecht, the love of his life, in 1968 while he
was finishing his PhD in mechanical engineering at the University of California at Berkeley.
Subsequently he graduated from Harvard’s program on National and International
Security Affairs. In 1975 he was chosen as one of the “Outstanding Young Men in
America,” and was also listed in American Men of Science and in Who’s Who in the West.
Professionally, Tom had a varied and prolific career. From 1970 to 1976 he taught
mechanical engineering at the University of California, Berkeley and at the Naval
Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. In 1976 he was chosen to be a
Congressional Science Fellow with the House Armed Services Committee in Washington,
D.C., and a year later he became a permanent staff member of the Committee. In 1982,
he was appointed by President Reagan to serve as Assistant Secretary of the Air Force
for Research, Development and Logistics. In 1987 Jack Welch, chairman of General
Electric, recruited Tom to become the Vice President of the company’s Washington
Operations where he remained until he retired in 2008. Since then, he and his wife split
their time between Park City, Utah and Monterey, California. He was a member of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Sigma Xi, North American Research Society
and Tau Beta Pi.
Tom was a gifted athlete who played football for the University of California, Berkeley, and
was also captain of the school’s baseball team. He later played professional baseball for
the California Angels organization at the Triple-A level. He was an exceptional golfer, avid
fly fisherman, and a reluctant skier - he often recalled his heroic win on the slopes,
narrowly besting his then sixteen year old daughter Niki, in what became forever known as
“The Great Race”.
Tom is survived by his brother Don Cooper; his sister Becky Coon; Helen, his wife of 52

years, whom he called the “catch of his life;” their daughter Niki Cooper Ludovico; his son
in law Jim Ludovico; and by his four granddaughters (Reese, Lauren, Alex and Hayden),
whom he affectionately called “The Beautiful Noise”.
For Tom the Rivers of Time have run their course. For his family and many friends, his
journey ended too soon. He will be remembered in their hearts forever as a truly good
man.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made Nuzzles & Co. in Park City,
Utah.
Due to current covid19 pandemic restrictions, memorial services will be delayed.

Comments

“

I first met Tom when we were colleagues on the faculty of the Naval Postgraduate
School (NPS), Monterey. He was extremely bright and energetic, and he was a
natural leader, even of PhDs!.
Years later, we both served in Dept of Defense under President Reagan. I would see
Tom from time to time in the corridors of the Pentagon. He was always smiling even
while being hustled along to a meeting by AF officers. He also always said hello.
In the late 1990s, Tom served on the Board of the Air Force Institute of Technology
(AFIT) and helped to steer research by students and faculty.
Tom focused on ensuring both NPS and AfIT were producing graduates and
research crucial to National defense.
If NPS had a Mount Rushmore, Tom would be on it.
Richard Elster, PhD, Monterey, CA
Provost Emeritus, NPS

Richard Elster - April 10, 2020 at 11:01 PM

“

Tom was everyone's friend and his contagious smile, sense of humor, storytelling
and easy way made him such a remarkable and wonderful man. He was always at
the Park Meadows Country Club gym with that friendly way and a great story to tell.
Helen, you were the "love of his life" and he was so proud of you and your athletic
and beautiful way.
How lonely we will be at the gym without his gentle way. Much love, Nancy and Rich
Moore

Nancy and Rich Moore - April 06, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Blaise F Labriola - April 04, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

We were so lucky to have had Tom in our lives as a great friend. He was so caring
and thoughtful to us and we will miss him greatly. I look back upon our great fly
fishing trips on the Provo River and the fun we had. The beautiful music of the
flowing river, blue wing olives hatching off the waters, Tom telling his great stories,
and the chance of catching a magnificent trout. Rest in Peace Tom, until we meet
another day.
All our Love, Blaise, Yasmin & Lily.

Blaise F Labriola - April 04, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

Tom was such a nice man. In all of the years I’ve known him, he was always affable
and considerate. He had a great sense of humor and always had a new joke on hand
to tell. I think he may have secretly been the King of Dad Jokes but I have no proof.
His impressive career enabled him to rub elbows with some of the most powerful
people in the world but he never lost his down to earth sensibilities. He was warm
and easy to talk to. Over the years, his family has become part of my extended
family. He will be missed but will remain in our hearts forever.

Linda Gorton - April 03, 2020 at 09:50 AM

“

Will truly be missed in our office. Such a warm, friendly man that was nice to
everyone and we all enjoyed seeing him for so many years.He always wanted to
know everyone's name and put a smile on all our faces. Our condolences to his
lovely wife and family. Park City Dermatology-Dr Kern, Terrie, Staci,Kenny, Kate and
Lauren.

PC Derm - April 02, 2020 at 11:50 AM

