Dennis Reed Bowthorpe
October 14, 1940 - May 12, 2020

Dennis was born to Reed & Lillian Mable Carter Bowthorpe on October 14, 1940 and
spent his childhood years in Holiday, Utah. He graduated from Olympus High School,
served in the US Army and attended Brigham Young University where he received a
Masters of Public Administration. While attending BYU he met the love of his life, Annette
Peay from Provo, Utah. They were married in the Salt Lake City Temple August 31,1965.
Dennis loved the outdoors and enjoyed golfing, hunting, fishing, and horseback riding in
the High Uintahs. His most memorable trips were to the Northwest and Alaska with his
boys and Hawaii with Annette. Dennis designed and constructed their dream home in
Heber City and together they raised their six children, Dan, Sharie (George Giles), Rachel
(Chad Kahler) Robyn (Redgie Probst) Marc (Chantelle Tree) Bowthorpe and Holly (James
Mair). Dennis wanted to have horses, and raise his children in the country and was willing
to commute to his insurance office in Salt Lake City for 27 years.
Dennis loved his community and served in many capacities on his Olympus High School
reunion committee, and was instrumental in organizing the Wasatch Community
Foundation Scholarship Program. He served faithfully in The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, his favorite calling was a Primary teacher and loved to come up with
creative ways to inspire the scriptures for the children.
In his professional life Dennis was an insurance broker. He cared for his clients like they
were his family. He often fixed cars, sought out resources for them, he felt personally
responsible to secure their lives beyond the policy.
He often referred to himself as the Jack of all trades, but a master of none. He always had
a project, a fence to mend, a car that needed repairs, something to build, or a garden to
care for. He built birdhouses, and furniture, and could fix a scraped knee or mend a
broken heart. He encouraged his children to participate in sports and enjoyed spending
time at the baseball diamond or cheering from the bleachers.
Thirteen and half years ago Dennis suffered a massive stroke, that altered his retirement

plans. The stroke left him paralyzed on the left side, but able to speak and continue to
lead and inspire his family, including his twenty grandchildren. He has received the most
wonderful care from Annette with his family and several kind and giving care givers.
Dennis passed away peacefully with his family surrounding him at home on May 12, 2020.
No public services will be held. Interment in the Heber City Cemetery. Friends and family
may visit the online guestbook and share a memory of Dennis at
www.probstfamilyfunerals.com.

Cemetery
Heber City Cemetery
680 N. 550 E.
Heber City, UT, 84032

Comments

“

We are filled with fond memories of Dennis and Annette.
The Bowthorpe family were our first and only neighbors when we moved into our new
home in Wasatch View Acres in 1981. They welcomed us warmly. We both had
young families and they became good and treasured friends. Dennis was generous
with his time and truly a Jack of all trades. He seemed to be able to fix anything,
evidenced by two beautiful stone fireplaces he completed in our home.
He plowed our driveways in winter and was" best "at cutting electric wires to
Christmas lights. He helped fix snowmobiles and would often knock on our door at
night to see if" we could come out to play?"
Dennis served in the 9th Ward bishopric as a faithful clerk and cherished advisor. He
will be truly missed and lovingly remembered always for his courage these past
thirteen+ challenging years. George and Karen Pitts

Karen Pitts - May 17 at 06:42 PM

“

Dennis was a great man! He was a great example of how to live life. At one of our
Independent Insurance Agent Conferences, Dennis and I hiked Angel's Landing in
Zion's National Park. I saw him once after his stroke. He smiled and said that he
wouldn't be hiking Angel's Landing again. RIP Dennis.
Steve Baugh
Former Director of the Utah Association of Independent Insurances Agents
Association

Steve Baugh - May 16 at 02:09 PM

“

Our condolences to you, Annette, and to your entire family. May God wrap you in His
arms and comfort you all during this difficult loss. God bless you all!
Glen & Kathy Van Wagoner

Glen & Kathy Van Wagoner - May 15 at 09:46 PM

“

Annette and kids. You kids were so blessed to have a dad like Dennis. I just loved
him, he was always so nice to me. Such a good man. I know you were proud to call
him Dad. And doubly blessed to have the mother you do. She has been one of my
very best friends all these years years since we moved to Heber. I admire her
courage and grit in the hardest of circumstances. I would do anything for her, and if it
were possible, share in her pain. She is such an amazing person. A lot has
happened to them in the almost 14 years but they endured it with grace and courage.

Dennis will be greatly missed by many people. Marlene Jones
marlene jones - May 14 at 05:22 PM

“

Dennis was a very kind and honest man. He took care of our insurance needs for
Spencer Auto Sales for some years. Dennis was a joyful, happy and radiant person.
He expressed himself well professionally as well as to his friends. He was
knowledgeable about many people caring for many car dealers throughout Utah. I
consider him one of my good friends along with his wife Annette. It was always a joy
to talk with him. Out thoughts and prayers are with his good family.

Gordon D. Spencer - May 14 at 12:55 PM

“

Annette and family,
I am saddened to hear of Dennis' passing for you the family. I know you will miss
him.
I am happy for him and know that he is now free from the bonds of a crippled body.
He was such a kind and friendly person and always treated me with respect and
love. I so enjoyed the time I spent in Heber and was able to see him and talk with
him.
May the Lord bless you and comfort you at this difficult time.
With love,
Debbie Sorensen

Debbie Sorensen - May 14 at 12:38 PM

“

Like so many others, I was saddened this morning to learn that Dennis had passed.
My late wife, Carolyn, and I had many great memories of Dennis and Annette while
members of the "Newport Ward" in Bellevue, WA. My condolences, sweet Annette.
Larry Finnegan

Larry FINNEGAN - May 14 at 09:40 AM

“

Annette. We will always remember the love and kindness you and Dennis showed to
Clark and I through difficult times and the loss of our son. Our prayers and love to
you and your beautiful family.

Jerrie Bean - May 14 at 09:01 AM

“

We are so sorry for you Annette and the family, but happy that he is once again
while, full of life and free from that wicked stroke! God bless and please know how
much Susan and I have thought it a pleasure to know you both! May you be
comforted knowing you will see him again and know he is now at peace!
Love and prayers for you, Annette, and the whole family
Gary and Susan Kohler

Gary and Susan Kohler - May 13 at 08:26 PM

“

Dennis was our insurance man from many years he used our tree service for his
business in salt Lake he was a good man when he really enjoyed working with him
and being a friend of his so we are saddened that this has happened We are here
Annette If you need anything at all and I mean that love you and your family we will
keep you in our prayers

Sylvia and Bill and Travis Visentin - May 13 at 07:16 PM

“

We were very sorry to hear of Dennis's passing. He was a loving family man. Love
and prayers to all of his family. Curt and Sue Mundt (We are mother and step-father
of Chad who is married to Rachel) Our sympathy comes to Annette and her family
from South Dakota

Sue Mundt - May 13 at 06:40 PM

“

Annette, so sorry to hear of the death of your husband. My heart and prayers go out
to you.

Serena Hayes - May 13 at 06:25 PM

“

Condolences to Marc and Chantelle and the rest of the Bowthorpe family. May the Lord
bless you in this time of loss. Dennis was a great person and will be deeply missed in the
community.
Joseph H Rail - June 16 at 10:56 AM

