Darrel William Stubbs
December 7, 1925 - November 1, 2017

Darrel William Stubbs was born December 7, 1925, in Provo, Utah, to John William
Stubbs and Ella Ritchie Stubbs. His grandparents were John Rodham Stubbs and
Temperance Goodman Stubbs, and John Ritchie and Sarah McAffee Ritchie (so he is
related to the Heber Valley Ritchies and McAffees). During the summer months he worked
on family farms in Charleston and Edgemont, returning to Provo each fall for school,
where he excelled in music and oboe. Pearl Harbor was bombed on his 16th birthday, so
after graduating from Provo High in 1944, he enlisted in the Army and was shipped to
Europe for combat, but the Army needed an oboist, so he was transferred to the Army
band a few days before most of his previous infantry unit were killed. After the war, he
returned to Provo and met Eva Stokes at BYU; they married in the Logan Temple July 26,
1946. After a B.A. in oboe performance at the University of Rochester, Eastman School of
Music, Darrel taught and performed at Indiana University (also earning a M.A. there) and
at the University of Hawaii, while playing in the Honolulu Symphony. Later he earned a
Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.) at the University of Southern California and played oboe in
the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra. Darrel culminated his career with 28 years on
the BYU music faculty, while playing first oboe in the Utah Symphony 13 of those years.
His consistent activity in the LDS church included serving as bishop in three different
wards. Darrel and Eva traveled to China, where he taught master classes and performed.
He and Eva also performed in Russia, where they served a mission from 1993 to 1995.
After retirement, they built a home in Midway, in the Heber Valley that Darrel loved since
his boyhood days on the farm and where he enjoyed his last 16 years before passing
November 1, 2017, a month short of 92.
He is survived by his wife Eva Stokes Stubbs, his children Brian (and Silvia) Stubbs, Eric
(and Lola) Stubbs, Rita (and Brent) Crooks, Alan Stubbs, Carrie (and Griff) Fitzgerald, 30
grandchildren, and 65-plus great grandchildren. The funeral will be 11:00 a.m. on Friday,
November 10, 2017, at the LDS chapel, 250 East 200 South in Midway, Utah, followed by
interment in the Charleston Cemetery. Viewings will be Thursday 6-8 p.m. and again
Friday morning 9-10:30 a.m. at the same chapel. Condolences may be shared online at
www.ProbstFamilyFunerals.com

Events
NOV
9

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Church of Jesus Christ of LDS
250 E 200 S, Midway, UT, US, 84049

NOV
10

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

Church of Jesus Christ of LDS
250 E 200 S, Midway, UT, US, 84049

NOV
10

Service

11:00AM

Church of Jesus Christ of LDS
250 E 200 S, Midway, UT, US, 84049

Comments

“

Didn't get to know Darrel but with a name like Stubbs and related to Ritchie's and
McAfee's he had to be a great man. Have heard those names repeated at every
Memorial Day Cemetery gathering since time began. And besides the common
discussion it was always centered on the greatness of their lives and contribution to
the family tree. Congratulations on a great finish and keeping a great name on the
winners podium.

James Ritchie - November 21, 2017 at 11:03 AM

“

We just read of Darrel's passing this morning and are so sad to have missed the
funeral and especially expressing our love to Eva. We were across-the-street
neighbors's for many years in Provo and grew to love them both. They took us to see
the beauties of the mountains shortly after we moved in and we shared much joy
over the years. Our love to the family.
Ruth and Bob Durrans

Ruth Durrans - November 19, 2017 at 01:04 PM

“

I had the pleasure of studying oboe with Dr. Stubbs at BYU 30 years ago. He was a
kind and patient teacher for me, a non music-major who didn't put in the practice
hours I should have. I do continue to enjoy playing in the community to this day, and
count him as one of the reasons music is such an important part of my life. I was very
saddened to see his obituary notice this morning. My sympathy to his family for your
loss of this great man.
Jennifer Bills Newman

Jennifer Newman - November 08, 2017 at 09:32 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Darrel William Stubbs.

November 08, 2017 at 08:37 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Darrel William Stubbs.

November 06, 2017 at 10:20 PM

“

The Bob & Nila Lee Family, Sue, Kathy, Karl, Lisa, Jim, John, Richard, Ray, and
Marco purchased the With Distinction for the family of Darrel William Stubbs.

The Bob & Nila Lee Family, Sue, Kathy, Karl, Lisa, Jim, John, Richard, Ray, and Marco - November 06, 2017 at
07:10 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Darrel William Stubbs.

November 06, 2017 at 05:26 PM

“

I remember when my husband was called as a bishop and between that and work, I
wondered if there would be any relationship between us after five years. I confided in
Uncle Darrel and Aunt Eva about my concerns and received comfort and counsel
from them. They have been an influence for good all their lives.

teresa robinson - November 06, 2017 at 11:59 AM

“

November 5, 2017
Dear Eva,
Seeing Darrell’s obituary this morning brought back dear and treasured memories of
our years together in our “Musicians Anonymous” group. We had such good times
together as we shared our common love for great and beautiful music. Both of you
added to our private concerts with your splendid musical talents coupled with good
humor and gracious hosting at your own house. Darrell has always been the
gentleman with his gentle ways, soft speech, and genuine interest in others. I know
you will miss him, but he leaves a life well and faithfully lived. How grateful I am for
good men who make my life and the world a better place. Merrill and Darrell were
such men.
Love,
Janet Bradshaw Izatt

Janet Izatt - November 05, 2017 at 10:29 AM

“

Sharon Aikau lit a candle in memory of Darrel William Stubbs

Sharon Aikau - November 03, 2017 at 11:53 PM

